
“Casualties In The Seventh Vermont – During the 

firing of a national salute at Fort Pike, 

Louisiana, on the 4th, two privates of the 7th 

Vermont, named Abram Butler and Oscar Robinson, 

were severely wounded. The former lost both eyes 

and an arm, and was badly burned about the breast; 

he can scarcely be expected to recover. The latter 

lost an arm and one eye, and may recover.” [1] Abram 

Butler was indeed the young soldier who died from injuries he suffered in 

this tragic accident. He had only been in the service for five months of a 

three year hitch in Company C of the Seventh Vermont. 

 

Abram was born in 1839 in Shelburne, Vermont.[2] As a juvenile, he 

appeared to have lived in Middlebury when he was eleven along with his 

father, Charles, his mother, Catherine, and three siblings: Henry, twenty-

two; Mary, twenty-one; and Lewis, fourteen.[3] It was assumed that he grew 

up in that town as his father worked as a laborer. By 1860, Abram had grown 

into manhood and married (about 1857-58). When the Federal Census was 

taken in July, 1870, he was twenty-two, worked as a blacksmith and lived 

in Starksboro, Vermont. Susan was his twenty-one year old wife and he had 

a ten month old daughter named Ida.[4] When the Civil War erupted with the 

fall of Fort Sumter in April, 1861, Abram was not among the horde of 

excited young men who couldn’t wait to leave home on the grandest lark of 

their lives. In fact, it was almost a year into the war before the young 

blacksmith, husband and father threw his hat into the ring. According to his 

“Company Descriptive Book” entry, he was twenty-three, stood five feet 

seven and one half inches tall, had grey eyes, brown hair and a light 

complexion. He enlisted on March 8, 1862 in Middlebury for three years.[5]  

 

The Seventh Vermont Regiment of volunteers was organized during the 

last part of 1861 and the early part of 1862. It was mustered into the Federal 

service on February 12, 1862 at Rutland, Vermont. Colonel George T. 

Roberts commanded the Regiment. It numbered nine hundred forty-three 

officers and enlisted men.  It was a three years’ infantry regiment which 

served in the Western Theater, mostly in Louisiana and Florida, under 

General Benjamin Butler with whom the Vermonters had a strained 

relationship from the start of their serving together. The Seventh was the 

longest serving Vermont regiment during the war. It was not mustered-out 

until March of 1866. The delay (between June 9, 1865 surrender of Lee and 

March, 1866) was due to General Butler’s dislike of the Seventh Vermont. 

 

On March 10, 1862, the Seventh left Rutland for New York City. There 

it boarded two old-fashioned sailing ships, the Premier and the Tammerlane, 

and sailed for Ship Island, Mississippi. The Premier arrived on April 5 and 



the Tammerlane on the tenth. The voyage on the crowded transports took 

upwards of three weeks and was very miserable for the men who were 

unaccustomed to bouncing around on rough seas churned up by the heavy 

March gales. 

 

On May 3, Companies B, C and part of D were sent aboard the gunboats 

USS New London and the USS Calhoun to capture the Confederates at Fort 

Pike which guarded the entrance to Lake Ponchartrain. On arriving, the 

Federals, including Abram, discovered the fort abandoned. They took 

possession and began repairing the damage caused by the Rebels when they 

evacuated it. The rest of the Regiment was shipped off to Carrolton, a 

suburb of New Orleans. In a few days, the Seventh was moved to Baton 

Rouge. 

 

On June 19, 1862, eight companies of the Seventh, along with three other 

regiments and a light battery of artillery (about 3,500 men altogether), 

launched an ill-conceived expedition against Vicksburg on General Butler’s 

orders. Even though supported by Admiral Farragut’s entire fleet of 

warships, the twenty-eight day siege of the Confederate city was a failure. 

The only thing accomplished was the loss of many lives primarily from 

exposure and sickness.[6] When the Fourth of July came around in 1862, the 

garrison at Fort Pike celebrated the holiday with a gun salute using the 

heavy siege guns in citadel. The celebration turned into a tragedy when the 

gun manned by two of the Seventh Vermont Infantry misfired while being 

loaded by Privates Bush and Robinson. These men were not artillerymen 

and consequently had little knowledge of how to load and fire a canon 

properly. And they may also have been loaded themselves with too much 

of the ardent spirits in honor of the nation’s birthday. These two factors 

alone could have been the cause of the deadly mishap. Judging by the nature 

and location of their injuries, it was presumed the vent on the canon was not 

properly “thumbed” which resulted in a premature detonation of the powder 

charge being rammed down the tube. The subsequent muzzle blast caused 

the two men their wounds. 

 

Abram lingered until the next day, July 5, before dying from his trauma. 

His body was first buried in Cypress Grove, Louisiana in grave number 

5785.[7] When construction of the Monument National Cemetery in 

Chalmette, Louisiana, six miles below the city of New Orleans, was begun 

in 1864, Abram’s remains were re-interred in it as grave number 544. The 

Roll Of Honor listing all 12,241 names, including Abram’s, was laid out 

about 600 yards northwest of General Jackson’s Monument 

commemorating his victory at the Battle Of New Orleans.[8] Abram’s 

marker in Greenwood Cemetery in Bristol, Vermont is a cenotaph placed 

there in the mid-1880s. 



 

Since Abram was on active duty at the time of his death, his widow was 

entitled to a widow’s pension. Her application #3214 was approved on 

September 27, 1862.[9] A second source of information on pensions revealed 

some confusing data as to who it was exactly that was authorized to receive 

the survivor’s payments. On another pension card for Butler, Abram’s 

widow was identified as Caroline Butler rather than Susan. Susan was noted 

as his wife on the 1860 Federal Census. Abram did have a daughter named 

Carrie or Carry which may have been some variant for Caroline but that was 

not verified. He had a mother named Catharine or Catherine which a 

careless clerk may have mistook for Caroline. But again, there was no way 

of proving that. To further complicate matters, on the same card was listed 

the name of a guardian. Only minors require guardians. So, if Caroline 

needed a custodian, she must have been a daughter not a wife. If that were 

true, then what happened to Sarah, the wife and why wasn’t she designated 

as beneficiary? Another anomaly in the pension records was presented by 

the fact that originally, the widow’s pension was approved in 1862, shortly 

after Abram’s death, but the minor’s payments were  not approved  1867, 

five years later. What was up with that? Why the lag? Unfortunately, these 

questions could not be answered by the public records found for Abram and 

his immediate family.[10]  
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