
Chauncey L. Clark led a long, active and very productive life.

He was born May 8, 1843 in Castleton, Vermont to Merlin and Clarinda M. Clark.[1]

Chauncey continued to live in Castleton when the 1850 Federal Census was taken. He

had three siblings at the time: Charles A., thirteen; Chester L., eight; and Luna M., five.

Also living with Merlin's family was eighty-one year old Hannah Clark, probably

Merlin's mother. In the farming household, two other adults lived. One was a hired hand

named William Buckway aged thirty-six. The other was a female named Viana Queene

aged twenty-seven.[2]

By 1860, Charles A. was gone from the household leaving the rest of the family intact.

But, they all were now living in Middlebury, Vermont. Merlin still farmed. Not only had

they moved to a new location, the family had added a new member - Joseph T., aged six

in that census year.[3]The 1860's were a busy year for Chauncey. All the milestones were

not pleasant ones.

The Civil War erupted in April of 1861 at Fort Sumter. At first, everyone thought this

conflict was going to be a very short affair. The young men of the nation hurried to join

up before they missed out on the adventure of a life time. Early enlistments were mostly

for ninety days. But it soon became apparent to all that this conflict would go on for some

time. So the enlistment periods kept increasing in length: first to nine months, then a year,

then three years or the duration of the war. Chauncey joined for nine months on August

30, 1862. The nineteen year old volunteer was credited to Middlebury. His Company

Descriptive Book listed him as standing five feet two inches tall with dark eyes, hair and

complexion. His occupation was listed as farmer.[4] It wasn't until October 21, 1862 that

Chauncey was actually mustered-in and assigned to the Fourteenth Regiment Vermont

Mil. Inf.[5]

The Fourteenth Vermont only existed for a short time (they were "Ninety Day" men), but

they saw hard service during their term of enlistment. At first, the Regiment was attached

to those units making up the defenses around Washington, D.C. After December 11, 1862,



the Fourteenth was placed on guard duty in and around Fairfax Court House where it was

engaged in the repulse of Jeb Stuart's cavalry raid. From March to June, 1863, the

Vermonters were stationed at Wolf Run Shoals along with other Vermont troops to guard

the vital river ford on the Occoquan River. On the 25th of June, the Fourteenth was

attached to the Third Division of the First Corps and began its march northward towards

Gettysburg. It was a grueling march sometimes covering twenty miles a day for

consecutive days at a time. Over two hundred of the Regiment were forced to drop out

before every reaching Gettysburg because they could not keep up the pace. The

Fourteenth arrived at Gettysburg too late to take part in the first day's action. It

bivouacked in a wheat field to the left of Cemetery Ridge. Late on the second day, the

Regiment was called into action to help the Thirteenth Vermont repel an attack by

General A.P. Hill on the left center of the Union line. After the tremendous opening

cannonade of July 3, during which several men of the Fourteenth were killed by an

explosion of a battery caisson, the left flank of Pickett's long grey line could be seen

advancing towards the concealed Vermonters. At less than one hundred yards distance

from the enemy, the men of the Fourteenth rose at command and delivered a devastating

volley into the Confederate columns. The Thirteenth and Sixteenth changed fronts and

added their fire to that of the Fourteenth. The result was that Pickett's right wing was

caught and crushed. After the main charge was halted and Pickett's divisions were

streaming back towards Seminary Ridge, four companies of the Fourteenth, A, F, D, and

I, captured most of Confederate General Wilcox's Brigade as prisoners. This independent

action taken by the Vermont troops, including Chauncey L. Clark, was credited by the

Union high command as being crucial to the turning of Pickett's Charge. The Fourteenth

was also part of the Union's pursuit of Lee's forces following the three day battle. It was

during this pursuit that, on July 18, 1863, the Fourteenth was released and sent home. The

Fourteenth was mustered-out on July 30, 1863.[6]

Chauncey's roller-coaster life style didn't end with his military service. It continued to

plague him in civilian life as well. He was married four times in forty years and fathered

fourteen children - ten boys and four girls.[7] Not all of his children lived to see their first

birthday. My sources are unclear as to why Chauncey had so many wives. The record



does not state if he was divorced or widowed each time he remarried. And for a majority

of his wives, I could not find a death date.

His first wife was Ellen J. McMaster whom he married on September 25, _?_?_?_. The

Town Clerk did not enter the year![8]By my calculations, it was after his discharge from

the service and at least nine months before the birth of his first son on January 2, 1865.

This child was not given a name since he died the same day he was born. Chauncey's

marriage to Ellen appeared to produce two more children: William (Willie) born

December 20, 1866 and Willy M. born sometime in 1867.[9] However, other sources have

indicated that Willy M. and William (Willie) were one and the same person. There is no

death date recorded for Ellen in the sources used so it is unclear whether she died or

divorced Chauncey.

The historical record does state that on September 22, 1867, Chauncey married Alice

McMaster, Ellen's younger sister. The groom was working as a miller in Middlebury,

Vermont at the time.[10]Soon, Alice M. and Chauncey had a daughter on May 1, 1868.

Unfortunately, the child died the same day. This marriage produced at least one more

child before it ended. In July of 1870, Flora was born. She, too, died before reaching the

age of one. The loss of two children may have been more than Alice M. could bear for, by

1871, she was replaced with wife number three.[11]

Chauncey remarried for the third time on September 27, 1871. The bride was another

Alice; Alice J. Pratt. This union resulted in at least seven additional children being born.

Flora Clark was born February 29, 1876 in Middlebury, Vermont. The same year,

Chauncey's nine year old son, William (Willie), passed away. Another daughter, Bertha,

was born on October 27, 1878 also in Middlebury. Three years later, another son was

born - Herbert C. on July 21, 1881. That was followed rapidly by two more sons: Harry

Hiram, September 13, 1883 and Shirley John, February 13, 1885 both born in

Middlebury. Then, in 1887, Chauncey and Alice J. had their final son together. His name

was Ray and he was born October 15, 1887. The years 1888-1889 were not good ones for

Chauncey. On March 5, 1888, he lost his son, Ray. And, on March 25, 1889, he lost his



seventy-six year old mother. By 1900, Chauncey was widowed and lived with another

family as a boarder.[12]

At the spry age of sixty-four, Chauncey got hitched to his fourth, and final, wife.

November 10, 1907 was his final wedding day. He married Eva May Ryder, age nineteen,

on that fall day.[13] Before the 1910 Federal Census was taken, Eva had born Chauncey

two more children: Joseph, age two and Herbert Edwin, age eleven months. They all

lived in Leicester, Vermont. The sixty-six year old farmer was now retired and living off

a pension from the Government.[14]

Chauncey did not make it to another census year. He died of a cerebral hemorrhage on

July 29, 1917 in Leicester.[15] He had lived a long and prosperous life. Before he died,

Chauncey had applied for and was granted a pension. Soon after his death, Eva also

applied for widows benefits. Around the time her two children were eight and six, she

applied for a minor's benefit.[16]
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