
Henry George Hibbard may have looked like any other typical nineteenth century citizen,

but don't forget the old adage about a book and its cover. Beneath that common man

facade lurked the heart and soul of a soldier who saw action at Gettysburg and faced

Pickett's Charge; a very successful agricultural businessman; an entrepreneur in westward

land speculation; and a stock owner in a local start-up business. There was really nothing

ordinary about this Green Mountain boy.

Henry George Hibbard was born on March 4, 1844 in Orwell, Vermont to George M.

Hibbard and Elsie E. Branch. Both his mother and father married late in life - he at age

forty and she at age thirty-eight on June 4, 1840- which may be why they only had two

children during their married life. [1]Henry had an older sister named Clarissa A. , born

May 11,1841. [2]There were no other siblings as far as could be determined.

The Hibbards all lived together on a farm in Orwell in 1850. George's farm was valued at

a hefty $3,700. Henry George was only seven years old so he wasn't much help to his

father on the farm which is why there was a hired man named Ebosur Denno living with

the family. He was fifteen but old enough to labor for George. Clarissa, Henry's sister,

was nine, too young to be of much help to her mother in the home. That assistance was

provided by a domestic servant girl named Harriet, also fifteen and living in the same

household as the rest of the family. [3]

In 1860, the entire Hibbard clan lived on the Orwell farm now increased in value to

$5,000. George's personal property added another $1,500 to the family's estate. Henry,

sixteen, was now old enough to take the place of any hired, paid help on the farm. Elsie,

now approaching her mid fifties had Clarissa, a teen-ager now, but also elicited the help

of a servant girl named "Frank" according to the Federal Census taker. [4] Actually, her

name turned out to be "Frances". Like hundreds of households throughout Vermont, 1861

was a tumultuous year. The Civil War began in April. Thousands of young men just like

Henry put on blue uniforms and went south with neighbors and friends for an adventure

of a life time. Henry had to wait until he was eighteen and legal before he could join them.

But as soon as he was eighteen, he stood before a recruiter and signed his papers.



August 29, 1862 was the special day for him and Shoreham was the chosen place He left

the farm and became a member of Company D, Fourteenth Vermont Infantry, Private

Hibbard. He was just eighteen and stood an average height of five feet nine and one-

quarter inches. He had a light complexion, unusual for a farm boy, brown hair and the

customary blue eyes. C.E Abell, the recruiter, signed Private Hibbard up for nine months

service. [5]. He and his company were not mustered-in until October 21, 1862 at

Brattleboro, Vermont. [6]

The Fourteenth Vermont only existed for a short time (they were "Nine Months" men),

but they saw hard service during their term of enlistment. At first, the Regiment was

attached to those units making up the defenses around Washington, D.C. After December

11, 1862, the Fourteenth was placed on guard duty in and around Fairfax Court House

where it was engaged in the repulse of Jeb Stuart's cavalry raid. From March to June,

1863, the Vermonters were stationed at Wolf Run Shoals along with other Vermont

troops to guard the vital river ford on the Occoquan River. On the 25th of June, the

Fourteenth was attached to the Third Division of the First Corps and began its march

northward towards Gettysburg. It was a grueling march sometimes covering twenty miles

a day for consecutive days at a time. Over two hundred of the Regiment were forced to

drop out before every reaching Gettysburg because they could not keep up the pace. The

Fourteenth arrived at Gettysburg too late to take part in the first day's action. It

bivouacked in a wheat field to the left of Cemetery Ridge. Late on the second day, the

Regiment was called into action to help the Thirteenth Vermont repel an attack by

General A.P. Hill on the left center of the Union line. After the tremendous opening

cannonade of July 3, during which several men of the Fourteenth were killed by an

explosion of a battery caisson, the left flank of Pickett's long grey line could be seen

advancing towards the concealed Vermonters. At less than one hundred yards distance

from the enemy, the men of the Fourteenth rose at command and delivered a devastating

volley into the Confederate columns. The Thirteenth and Sixteenth changed fronts and

added their fire to that of the Fourteenth. The result was that Pickett's right wing was



caught and crushed. After the main charge was halted and Pickett's divisions were

streaming back towards Seminary Ridge, four companies of the Fourteenth, A, F, D, and

I, captured most of Confederate General Wilcox's Brigade as prisoners. This independent

action taken by the Vermont troops, including Private Hibbard, was credited by the

Union high command as being crucial to the turning of Pickett's Charge. The Fourteenth

was also part of the Union's pursuit of Lee's forces following the three day battle. It was

during this pursuit that, on July 18, 1863, the Fourteenth was released and sent home. The

Fourteenth was mustered-out on July 30, 1863.[7]

After Gettysburg, return to civilian life must have been a very welcome relief to all of the

men of the Fourteenth. Henry returned to Orwell and his family and the farm in 1863. In

1870, he was still living with mom and dad on the farm which had increased in value to

$8,000. Henry M.'s personal property raised the estate's assessment by an additional

$2,500. Henry was content being a laborer on the farm at twenty-six, helping his parents,

who now were in their early sixties. [8] This arrangement went on unchanged until the

inevitable happened - Henry found a love interest and married in 1873. The bride was

Adelaide (Addie) Ray (b. 1845) and they married on January 8, 1873 in Orwell. He was

twenty-nine and she was twenty-eight. [9]Although their love would last throughout the

marriage (Henry would refer to Addie as "...my beloved wife...." when he made out his

will in 1898) they would not be blessed with any children of their own. They would have

a "daughter" in their family, but she would not be their biological child.

By 1880, Henry G. had taken over the farm from his father who was now eighty years old.

Elsie was seventy-eight. They all resided together in the same household. There was a

nineteen year old servant girl named Ann Sullivan basically running the house. A hired

man named Benjamin Wilkins, thirty, assisted with the chores on the farm. [10]

The 1890's was busy decade for Henry George Hibbard. In 1890, he applied for

membership in the Son of the American Revolution organization. He claimed lineage

under Timothy Hibbard who "...served as a Private and Musician in Captain Josiah

Childs Co 5th Conn. Rgt under Col Bradley for three years from April 8, 1777 until April



5, 1780...." [11] Then, in 1892, Henry applied for and was granted a Government pension

which lasted until his death. [12]He made out his Last Will And Testament only a few

months before his death on December 13, 1898 in Orwell at the age of fifty-four of

"sugar diabetis". [13]Addie immediately applied for and was granted a widow's pension

after Henry's death which she received until her death which occurred in 1915. [14]

Henry had a will when he died. But, because of an objection by the heirs of Elsie's estate

to Cornelia B. inheriting anything from her supposed "mother", plus the fact that Henry's

estate was never closed by his Executrix before she died (Elsie), Cornelia's right to inherit

from her "father's" estate was also called into question. Henry and Elsie never did have

children of their own. But they did take in a girl named Cornelia Bennett sometime after

1880. Henry obviously thought at the time he had written his will that he had formally

adopted her. But, when Elsie's heirs challenged Cornelia's right to inherit from her

"mother's" estate when she died in 1915, it was discovered that there was no

documentation of an adoption having been done. The only evidence of Cornelia's being

taken into the Hibbard family was a set of guardianship papers found in an old tin box

that Elsie kept at the Bank of Orwell and that Judge Button of the Middlebury Probate

Court opened when Elsie died. So Henry, and maybe Elsie too, was mistaken about her

being legally adopted. Henry had only had been appointed her legal guardian. The legal

adoption process had never occurred. Therefore, Cornelia was not entitled to inherit

anything from Elsie's estate and, only because of the wording in Henry's will, was she

entitled to anything left over from his that Elsie had not already spent to support herself

while she was alive. After a lot of legal haggling back and forth between lawyers, which

also involved the Commissioner of Taxes for the State of Vermont (who had to rule on

the inheritance tax issue; if Cornelia was adopted legally, no inheritance tax due, but if

she wasn't, therefore not a daughter of Henry, she would owe the 5% inheritance tax),

Henry's estate was settled. Cornelia got what was left of his estate (under $2,00) after she

paid the inheritance tax.

Out of all the Probate Court records came some other interesting facts about Henry. Since

Addie could not sell any real estate inherited from Henry's estate as executrix without the



Court's permission, she had to petition the Court for licenses to sell. Because of this, it

was discovered that Henry owned property in and out of the State of Vermont. He owned

forty-seven and one half acres in Hubbardton, Vermont which she sold. She sold the

Orwell farm with a tenant house on the property to pay debts and administration costs

and to buy a house in the village for herself to live in for $800. There was additional

property in one of the Dakotas and more in Texas. Addie leased the 640 acres in Texas

near Fort Davis for three years at $19.20 per year to the G.C. & S.F. Railway Company.

From the tin trunk that Judge C.I. Button opened and inventoried after Elsie's death, it

was uncovered that Henry was a Mason - he had owned a "Masonic Equitable Accident

Policy". The guardianship papers for both Vermont and New York for Cornelia were in

the tin trunk. A warranty deed for the original homestead made out by C.H. and E.E.

Hibbard (Henry's father and mother) to Henry G. Hibbard dated March 25, 1885 was

among the documents in the trunk. Also included in the treasure box were two ap-

pointments as Deputy Sheriff for H.G. Hibbard dated 1892 and 1898. Finally, there were

several certificates for stock in the Orwell Hay Scale Company. [15]

And so, as the great Bard said , "All's well that ends well". Henry's last will and testament

was followed as he had wished, both estates were settled and closed and all the heirs and

near-heirs got what they deserved. Now Henry and his "beloved wife" lie at peace side by

side in the Mountain View Cemetery in Orwell.
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