
Bernis W. Himes had a tragically short life. Born to a Baptist clergyman, Palmer C. 
Himes, he and his family were never able to put down very deep roots in any one place. 
His siblings were born in three different New England states. His mother was Adelpha 
W. Willard Himes. He had two sisters and one brother: Adelpha Himes; Alesia Miranda 
and Edwin P. Bernis was the oldest of the children. [1] Bernis was born in Orland, Maine 
about 1838. [2] When the 1850 Federal Census was taken, he and his family were living in 
Wells, Maine where his father was a clergyman. [3]  

By 1860. the Himes family had moved to Highgate, Vermont, the hometown of 
Bernis’ mother. Palmer was still preaching in the Baptist Church. Bernis had taken up 
being a carpenter and joiner. He was also a land owner, having acquired property 
valued at $700. [4] This fact seemed to indicate that Bernis was contemplating a 
separation from his immediate family. Perhaps there were plans for starting his own 
family in the near future or he just wanted to set up bachelor’s quarters for his 
privacy. Whatever he was up to got cut short with the outbreak of the Civil War.  

In August of 1862, Bernis was twenty-four and stood six feet tall. He had dark 
complexion with grey eyes and brown hair. On the 8th of August, citizen Himes 
became Private Himes of Company F, 10th Regiment Vermont Infantry. He was 
credited to Swanton, Vermont and agreed to wear the uniform of the Union for three 
years. It only took him a month to get his first, and final, promotion. He was 
appointed Corporal on September1, 1862. [5] He received $25 bounty money plus 
$200 for premium. [6] There was no record of when he got sick or when he was 
admitted to the General Hospital at Fairfax Seminary, but Bernis was dead of typhoid 
fever by September 18, 1862. [7] He barely had time to stitch on his new yellow 
stripes.  

In typical military fashion, the Government filled out a Company Muster-out Roll 
on Bernis. He had “...received one months pay in advance...” which I assume the 
Government expected back. On August 8, 1862, he had been given a clothing 
allowance of $34.08 which, I imagine, also had to be returned. On the plus, though, 
he had recently received $25 in bounty and was due $75 more. [8]  Also in keeping 
with government regulations, an inventory of Bernis’ personal effects was done. He 
was found to possess: 

One Rubber Blanket

Two pr drawers 

One Blouse

One pr suspenders 

Four pr of socks

One pocket book 

One Dress Coat

Cash $4.20 



One pr pants

$1.20 in Postage Stamps 

One cap

One Portfolio 

Two blankets 

Three shirts  

All these items were sent to Bernis’ father using Adams’ Express. The Chaplain of 
the Company took care of the details. [9]   

Bernis’ body was buried in Alexandria National Cemtery in Virginia within eight 
hours of his death. [10]At a later time, a cenotaph was erected at Brookside Cemetery 
in Leicester, Vermont.  
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