
Walter D. Hodge must have had the shortest enrollment of any Vermont Volunteer in the

Union Army. He was a member of the Fourteenth Regiment barely long enough to be

issued a blue suit, let alone break it in.

Walter was born in Rumney, New Hampshire in 1836 to a very devout family. [1]His

father, Reuben Allen Hodge, was a minister of the gospel. Walter's mother was Marinda

Avery Hodge. [2] In 1850, he had three siblings: Alma (Almer) age fifteen; Caleb age

eleven; and Idato (Idota) age two. The family was living in Westford, Vermont at the

time. [3]Only Idata had been born in Vermont. All the others, including Walter, were born

in New Hampshire.

Reverend Hodge and his family moved frequently from church to church, town to town.

In 1855, the Hodge family had moved to Essex, New York. Hiram, the newest addition to

the Hodge family, had been born before leaving Vermont. Alma had left the family for

parts unknown. Walter Daniel Hodge was now eighteen, oldest in the family living at

home. [4]

By 1870, the Hodges were off to Fort Edward, New York and were minus their son,

Walter, who had gone off to school somewhere prior to 1863. He may have been

attending divinity school. Anyway, he was a student when he enlisted in the Union Army

on June 1, 1863 at Centreville, Virginia for nine months. He was signed up by none other

than the Colonel of the Regiment - Colonel W.J. Nichols, Private Hodge was assigned to

Company D of the Fourteenth which was comprised of Shoreham men. [5]

The same day Walter was enlisted as a private in the Fourteenth, he was promoted to

Hospital Steward, a non-combatant role and served as a male nurse to the Regimental

surgeons in the field hospitals. He was twenty-six years old, stood five feet six inches tall

with blue eyes and brown hair. [6]

Within ten days of his enlistment, Private Hodge, without ever seeing action or even a

grey uniform, died suddenly at Wolf Run Shoals in Virginia. where the Thirteenth and



the Fourteenth were stationed guarding the river ford on the Occoquan River. [7] No one

recorded the cause of Walter's death. Not even the Army records had any clue as to why

he died or what he died from.
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