
William Seymour Alden was typical of the Vermont volunteers who answered President

Lincoln's call for troops throughout the Civil War. He came from a small farming family

in a rural little town and led a simple, agrarian style life most of his years.

He was born on November 23, 1838 in Leicester, Vermont. [1]His father was also named

William, which is probably why he seemed to prefer being called Seymour. His mother

was Margaret Brown. In 1850, he apparently had two siblings; Marinda, age 23 and

Francis, age 19. [2]Seymour was married twice: once to Alesia Miranda Himes (1845-

1876) and again to Ellen M. Higinbotham (1846-1886). [3]His first marriage appears to

have taken place sometime prior to 1870 and his second wedding happened sometime

between 1876 and 1878. The two marriages produced four to five offspring, depending

on which source you're looking at.[4]

Seymour lived in a number of Addison County towns during his lifetime. He was born in

Leicester in 1838. Was living there when he enlisted in 1861. In 1870, he still claimed

Leicester as his residence. In 1880, he had moved to Middlebury. [5] By 1900, he was

back at Brandon. [6]

For most of his life, Seymour lived and worked on a farm in Leicester. Between 1870 and

1880, he gave up farming and became a store keeper in Middlebury. [7] His change of

occupation and residence coincided with the death of his first wife, Alesia, and his

marriage to his second wife, Ellen. At the time of his death from a profuse hemorrhage in

1908 in Lee, Massachusetts, his occupation was listed as "civil servant". [8]

Seymour was among the first Vermonters to rally around the flag following the April 12,

1861 firing on Fort Sumter. He enlisted October 3, 1861 at Leicester, Vermont when he

was twenty-two. He had a "...light..." complexion, stood "...five feet six inches..." tall

with "...grey..." eyes and "...light..." hair. He stated to the recruiter, Lensie R. Sayles, that

he was born in Perrysburgh, N.Y. and was a farmer. That was an error. Seymour was

born in Leicester, Vermont, but his father was born in Perrysburgh, N.Y. He was

mustered-in for three years service at Brandon, Vermont on December 25, 1861. [9]



Three months later found Seymour in a hospital at Ship Island, Mississippi. [10]Private

Alden managed to stay healthy throughout the summer of 1862. However, he was again

reported in the General Hospital at New Orleans in September of 1862 where he

languished until May of 1863.[11] From then until January 30, 1864, William was present

and fit for duty. On that day, he was appointed Corporal of his company. [12]His health

remained good enough for him to be promoted to Quarter Master Sergeant on August 1,

1864.[13]

So many promotions in so short a time speaks to two facts. One is that in three short

years, Seymour had become a seasoned and veteran soldier in his unit. His age (now

twenty-five) probably placed him in the older and more senior ranks. Also, Seymour was

a member of the 11th Vermont Infantry (aka 2nd Vermont Light Artillery Battery) which

was known for its spit and polished conduct as soldiers in the Union Army. Rising in the

ranks that quickly indicated he was well thought of by his commanding officers. A QM's

duties were great. He was responsible for all the company equipment from tents to

provisions to tools. He set up camp and was in charge of the picket lines. He was also in

charge of providing fuel for the camp along with feed for the animals and bedding for the

men. Normally the QM would draw these items from the Regimental stores, but when

they were deficient, which many times they were, he was responsible for sending out

foraging parties to acquire them. The QM had clerical duties as well. He had to sign for

all clothing and equipment provided to the company. In turn, he required every soldier to

sign for uniforms and accoutrements issued to them. This was not a command position.

During combat, it was the QM's duty to protect the company property. [14]

As September, 1864 approached, so did the end of Seymour's term of service. He must

have had second thoughts about ending his military career, because, on September 1,

1864, his commanding officer, Captain John W. Chase, wrote a request to ...."Captain

Lovell...Assistant Adjutant General...Port Hudson, LA (Louisiana).... that Qr. Mr. Sergt.

Wm S. Alden of his Battery be permitted to go to New Orleans for the purpose of being

re-mustered into the US service...." [15]From existing records, it seems he was dismissed



from active duty and sent home to Vermont on September 14, 1864. [16]He was officially

mustered-out of the service on October 3, 1864 in Brattleboro, Vermont exactly three

years to the day from when enlisted. A notation on his discharge card said he was due a

$100 bounty, but it also stated that he owed $18.74 for clothing. [17]

In 1880, Seymour filed for a pension as an invalid. That occurred after he married his

second wife, moved to Middlebury and became a store keeper. On the pension index card,

it notes that on November 21, 1916, William S. Alden's "widow" filed for a pension. [18]

That's curious! Seymour's second wife, Ellen, died in 1886 according to located

documentation. He was listed as widowed on his death certificate in 1908. How could

there have been a third wife in existence to file for a widow's pension after Seymour had

been dead for eight years?
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