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DOCTOR KEN BORIE

“SURGEON GENERALS

IN THE CIVIL WAR”

    SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2010

THE BLACK ANGUS STEAKHOUSE

ROUTE 4

QUECHEE, VERMONT

12:00-12:30   Social Hour
12:30-1:00 Buffet Luncheon

1:00 Business Meeting
1:15  Program, followed by discussion

3:00 Adjournment

Guaranteed lunch reservations MUST BE MADE by 7 p.m.,
Jan. 14.  Cost per person for the buffet lunch is
$16.00.  There is no assurance that additional meals will be
available if you have not made a reservation.  Should they
be available, there will be an additional $2.00 charge per
meal. For the meeting and program only, there is a donation
of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-members.  For
reservations please contact Gail Blake at 802-296-2919 or
e-mail her at     auntis@comcast.net    .

MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES

HOT DISH – DESSERT

(PLEASE NOTE:  Our lunch meals, whether lunch or
evening, will consist of sandwiches, salad/hot dish, and

dessert.  We will have one “dinner” meal in June which will
be Gail’s Favorite:  Hamburgers!

Dr. Ken Borie

Dr. Borie has had a life long interest in the Civil War
starting when he was in fourth grade.  About twenty years
ago, he started studying the Medical aspects.  This became
one of his hobbies.   He last spoke to our Round Table ten
years ago when he gave a two-part talk at the Coolidge Hotel
in WRJ.  He has since refined his talk and although he will
be discussing some general topics in Civil War medicine, he
will also focus on two particular Union Surgeons who
played key roles in the War:  Henry Janes, MD, the
Waterbury, Vt physician placed in charge of the wounded at
Gettysburg at Camp Letterman, and William Hammond,
MD, the surgeon general who was court martialed in 1864.

Dr. Borie continues to practice Family Medicine in Central
Vermont at Gifford Hospital which he has done for the past
30 years.

January 5, 1862

Confederate General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson
allows the town of Hancock, Maryland, to evacuate
its women and children before his artillery begins
fire.  The town refuses to surrender and withstands
the shelling until it can be reinforced.

January 3, 1863

Confederate General Braxton Bragg retreats from
his loss at Stones River, TN, to Tullahoma, TN, with
a brief fight at a spot dubbed “The Insane Asylum”
to speed his forces on their way.
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2010 Program Schedule
Program Chair:  Peter Sinclair

Feb. 13 (Saturday meeting)
Kate Larson – “The Assassin’s
Accomplice:  Mary Surratt and the
Plot to Kill Abraham Lincoln.”

March 13 (Saturday meeting)
Mike Pride and Mark Travis –
“Col. Cross and Gettysburg”

April 13 Jack Anderson – Overview of the
Round Table’s May Trip

May 11 Andy Ward – Gettysburg Licensed
Battlefield Guide – “Gettysburg
National Cemetery”

June 8 Benson Bobrick – “General
Thomas”

Sept. 14 Patrick Falci – Topic to be decided

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M>
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

Jan. 8 – Capital District (Albany) CWRT Members
Potpourri.  7 p.m. – Guilderland Public Library.  For more
information check out their web site at:  www.cdcwrt.org

Jan. 14 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH.  Camp
Members, Junior Members, SUVCW Auxiliary Members,
and guests are welcome!  For more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic_blue.ht    
ml   

Jan. 15 – Civil War Roundtable of New Hampsire –
Bill Hallett, President – “Battle of Monocacy.”
Check out their web site for more information:
www.cwrt-nh.org

Jan. 21 – Joshua L. Chamberlain CWRT – Kerck
Kelsey – “Plunder in High Places:  The Seamy Side
of the Civil War.”  For more information check out their

web site:
http://community.curtislibrary.com/chamberlaincwrt    

March 6 – Exeter, NH
Abraham Lincoln at Exeter

“When Abraham Lincoln arrived at the Exeter train station
on Wednesday, February 29, 1860, he expected to be
greeted by his eldest son, Robert Todd Lincoln, a student at
Phillips Exeter Academy.  Lincoln did not expect the
exuberant crowd gathered by local Republican party
organizers who had read about Lincoln’s powerful speech at
Cooper Union Hall in New York the previous Monday.
Lincoln had planned to stay just a few days, but he extended
his visit by a week and gave ten addresses around the region
including speeches in Concord, Manchester, Dover and
Exeter.  Along with the Cooper Union address, these
speeches raised Lincoln’s profile as a leading Republican
candidate for President.

Lincoln’s 1860 visit to New Hampshire will be the focus of
an Exeter Historical Society project funded in part by a
Humanities Council major grant.  The project will explore
the significance of Lincoln’s visit to Exeter and its impact on
his national political prospects.

The main event in the project will be a celebration and
recreation of Lincoln’s visit to Exeter Town Hall on
Saturday, March 3, 1860.  In recreating the event on
Saturday, March 6, 2010, the Exeter Historical Society will
highlight the historic architecture of Exeter while utilizing
contemporary newspapers, photographs, artifacts, diaries
and writings found in its collections.

The highlight of the celebration will be the arrival of Mr.
Lincoln himself, portrayed by living history presenter Steve
Wood at Exeter’s historic Town Hall.  Wood will deliver a
speech that includes sections of Lincoln’s actual text from
1860 discovered in a little-known local newspaper from the
period, The American Ballot.  Exeter Town Moderator
Charles Tucker will serve as Master of Ceremonies for the
recreation, which begins at 5 p.m.  The evening will also
include a performance by the 12th New Hampshire
Volunteer Regimental Serenade Band, a group that utilizes
brass instruments from the 1850s.

Other events in the project include a talk by Lincoln
historian Richard Schubart, Phillips Exeter Academy, on
Abraham Lincoln:  From Springfield, Illinois to
Exeter, New Hampshire and Beyond on Wednesday,
March 3 at the Exeter Historical Society and a lecture by
Harold Holzer on Friday, March 5 at Phillips Exeter
Academy.  Holzer is a renowned Lincoln scholar who has
authored books on Lincoln’s Cooper Union Address and the
period between his election and inauguration.

Other events planned for Saturday, March 6 include guided
walking tours of Lincoln-related sites in Exeter, activities
for school-aged children offered by the Exeter High School



3

History Club, and an afternoon concert by the 12th NH
Volunteer Regimental Serenade Band.  Events in this
project are free and open to the public.”

(The above is from the January 2010 New Hampshire
Humanities Council Calendar.)

2010 GMCWRT
Battlefield Journey

UPDATE!

April 29-May 4, 2010

 Next year we will travel to Carlisle PA and visit the U.S. Army
Heritage and Education Center at the Carlisle Barracks and then
head south to Lexington VA.  Our good friend Barbara Watts will
guide us through the Lexington area, including visits to VMI, the
Lee Chapel, General Jackson's home, New Market Battlefield and
more.  Our journey homeward will include an overnight in
Gettysburg and a quick peek at the new Visitor's Center and the
restored landscape of the battlefield.

The total cost for the trip is still being calculated, but will include
RT motor coach transportation from WRJct VT, five night's
lodging, most meals, driver gratuity, all admission fees,
information packet, on board refreshments and more.

$75 per person deposit is required to hold your place; deposits are
50% refundable if you cancel, 100% refundable if the trip is
cancelled.
Checks should be made payable to GMCWRT and mailed to:
Gail Blake 55 Orizzonto Road WRJct VT 05001
Questions and more information call Gail at 802-296-2919 or
email at     auntis@comcast.net   

Hope you will join us!

NOTES FROM OUR DECEMBER MEETING

We had another great meeting in December with about
30 folks attending.

As always, Jack Anderson started off asking folks if they
had anything to share.  For a change, it was a quiet group!
Whitney Maxfield told us about his trip to Gettysburg for the
Remembrance Day ceremonies he attended along with fellow
reenactor Jim Proctor.  They marched with the 8th New Jersey
Regiment.

Jack told us that the Woodstock Historical Society had
just been given the Vermont Standard newspaper which was a
weekly newspaper back in 1858.  This is a 2-volume set which
covers the time period from April 1861-1865.  This newspaper
mentions Governor Erastus Fairbanks quote along with President
Lincoln’s fear of assassination.

Jeanette Cook, along with a number of our RT members,
sent off for raffle tickets for the Capital District CWRT’s banquet in
December, and yes, no surprise, she won one of the large prints
worth $350.00 of Manassas!

Michelle Arnosky Sherburne gave a fantastic presentation
on Mark Wheeler of the 1st Vermont Cavalry which was followed by
Lew Gage giving a slide program of present day Andersonville
Prison. We had lots of discussion after their program.  Peter
Sinclair’s programs just get better and better!

Approximately 50 raffle tickets were sold and won by
Tony Gow, Peter Sinclair, Whitney Maxfield, Ed Lilley, Jeanette
Cook, and our guest speaker, Michelle.  Michelle was generous in
taking the last book as it was a book of fiction, and Jack couldn’t
seem to get anyone willing to take it!

We look forward to a new year of programs in 2010!
Thank you, Peter, for all your hard work!

“Vermont Will Do Its Full Duty”
Dr. David Cross

At the Farewell Ceremony held on Sunday,
December 6, 2009  at UVM’s Patrick Gym for the 300
soldiers of the 3rd Battalion 172nd Infantry (Mountain)
Vermont National Guard (our son-in-law is among those
deploying to Afghanistan with the Guard for 12 months) the
commander of the Vermont National Guard, Major General
Michael Dubie, related the story of Governor Fairbanks
response to Abraham Lincoln’s anxious call for help early in
the Civil War.  He quoted the reply of Erastus Fairbanks to
Lincoln’s telegram to him in 1862 saying:  “Washington is in
danger.  What may the country expect from Vermont?” with
the governor telegraphing back:  “Vermont will do its full
duty.”  General Dubie said in 2010 in Afghanistan Vermont
will again “do its full duty.”

We wish all our brave soldiers a safe return home.

       Lincoln Trip to Kentucky and Illinois
                         By Peter Sinclair

In late October, 2009, I went to Lexington, KY to meet
Harry Enoch, an old friend and fellow Lincoln buff to
extend our previous tour of Lincoln-based sites in KY to
include those in Springfield, IL.  Harry had been our
October, 2007 speaker, and is active in Civil War and other
research in Kentucky. I had been a biochemistry graduate
student with him in KY, but had not been interested in that
period of history. We also visited some local sites around
Lexington, including Henry Clay’s house Ashland, actually
totally rebuilt by his son. Clay had been an idol of Lincoln,
and we saw his portrait several times on our Springfield
tour. Lincoln met Clay in Lexington where Lincoln came to
visit Mary Todd and her family. We saw where the Todd
family is buried in the city cemetery as are Clay, General
John Hunt Morgan, John Breckenridge and many Civil War
veterans from both sides. An exhibit at the old courthouse is
dedicated to William H. Townsend, who had founded the
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local Round Table in 1953 and written many books about
the war, Lincoln and the Todds.

In Mt Pulaski, IL, we visited one of the two remaining court
houses where Lincoln practiced , and then spent 2 days in
Springfield.  There we visited the area of the town restored
by the National Park Service, (including Lincoln’s home
which remained in the family until transferred to the NPS),
the new Lincoln Museum, the Presidential Library, the law
offices of Lincoln and his partner and biographer, Herndon,
the old State Capitol where Lincoln served as a legislator
and as a lawyer in the State Supreme Court, and Lincoln’s
grave and monument. The new museum was created by a
Walt Disney-like company with several dioramas depicting
different parts of Lincoln’s life with life-size mannequins
and good explanations. The life-like mannequins give a
feeling of being there with Lincoln and his associates, as
well as the sadness of losing two sons to disease.  There are
at least two rooms which give some feeling for the level of
opposition to his ideas and actions from newspaper
cartoons and individuals voicing their views. There is a
great Cabinet scene where Lincoln reads the Emancipation
Proclamation with various reactions by individual Cabinet
members. For some reason, the largest room is the lying in
state room of the State Capitol. For Civil war fans there is an
extraordinary 4 minute film of a map showing the moment
to moment movement of the boundaries of Union and
Confederate territories and a continuously changing table of
accumulated dead in each army. No photographs are
allowed in the museum other than in the open foyer with
the Lincoln family; they say for copyright reasons. There is a
good gift shop with many books, but no book of the museum
itself, only postcards of some of the dioramas. Overall, I was
a bit disappointed even though the displays present a good
introduction to Lincoln and his achievements for a wide mix
of audiences. We found the library to be very interesting
though we didn’t really see any of the documents they hold
as they are all in restricted stacks. The staff was very
helpful. The Lincoln-Herndon law offices are reconstructed
in period style and include some original Lincoln items, but
the precise location in the building is actually unknown. The
old State Capitol, restored in 1966 to its form in the 1860s,
is a very beautiful building, especially inside. There is even
the desk where U.S. Grant worked before he was given a
regiment in 1861. On the way back to KY, we stopped in
Charleston, IL, where there is a small museum to
commemorate one of the 7 debates with Senator Douglas in
1858. These debates which first brought Lincoln into
national attention, are very interesting and can be read in
full  in several recent books,  and there is even a reenacted
version available on DVD.

Back in KY, we spent an interesting day at Camp Nelson, a
reconstructed Union fort south of Lexington built initially as
a distribution center from the end of the railroad from the
north. Only the farmhouse and some earthworks are
original. There is a new museum which presents the camp’s
history, especially that covering the recruitment of African-
Americans from KY into the Union Army and the role of this
recruitment in the destruction of slavery in Kentucky. As
Harry told us in his talk here, the Emancipation
Proclamation did not apply to KY, a border and Federally
occupied (and therefore Union and not neutral) state with

sympathizers of both sides. Lincoln was initially loathe to
force enlistment of African Americans into the army due to
local political opposition even among Union supporters.
However, with a manpower shortage this opposition was
overcome in February 1864; enlistment was authorized
initially for free blacks and enslaved men with their owners’
permission. Unrestricted enlistment was authorized in June
of 64.

Here is an interesting quote (from the Camp Nelson
Museum): “ I can stand this says I…. This is better than
slavery, though I do march in line at the tap of a drum. I felt
freedom in my bones, and when I saw the American eagle
with outspread wings upon the American flag, the thought
came to me “Give me liberty or give me death”. Sgt Elijah
Marrs, 12th Colored Heavy Artillery.”

Many of the enlistees brought their families into the camp.
This resulted in a later expulsion of the latter, a third of
whom perished. Later, the survivors were allowed back into
the camp and facilities were built for them. Of the 180,000
African Americans in the Union Army, 23,700 were from
KY, second only to LA. KY contributed four U.S. Colored
Heavy Artillery regiments, two Colored Cavalry regiments,
and 16 Colored Infantry regiments many of whom served in
major battles. Slavery was not abolished in KY until the 13th

Amendment was passed in 1865, but KY rejected this
amendment, ratifying it only in 1976.  In some KY counties,
there were more black Union than white veterans, based on
the 1890 Veterans census, the only surviving part of the U.S.
Census for KY. Although very little work has been done to
follow up individuals in these regiments after the war, I was
pleased to see an article on Cpl. J. Saunders of the 124th

Colored Infantry and his wife on page 6 of the January,
2010 issue of Civil War News. Cpl. Saunders enlisted and
served at Camp Nelson.

A useful and very interesting reference on KY before during
and after the Civil War is E. Merton Coulter:  “The Civil War
and Readjustment in Kentucky,” originally published in
1926 by the University of NC Press, but republished in 1966
by Peter Smith, Gloucester, MA. I would like to thank Harry
Enoch for providing the stimulus and opportunity to make
this trip, and to thank him and Nicholas Ludlow for
suggestions.

Program Chair Needed!

Peter Sinclair, our current Program Chair, wishes
to give up this job.  The program is already in place
until November of 2010, and Peter is willing to
work with the new Chair until summer 2011.  Please
consider whether you would like to try the job and
let Peter, Ginny, Gail , or Jack know.

Happy Birthday to:

General Lewis A. Grant
and

Peter Sinclair
Who share the same birthday – January 17

(But not the year, right, Peter?)



5

                             Edwin Ruthvin Mayo
Co. B – 21st ME Infantry

By Jack Anderson

Ginny Gage has for several years listed the forebears of
members of the GMCWRT who were Civil War soldiers. My
three g-g-grandfathers have been mentioned in this list:
Albion Goodwin, Orice Oakes and Edwin Mayo.

It was through this listing that I discovered my great-great-
grandfather's (Albion Goodwin) granddaughter, Elizabeth
Goodwin Ouelette, living in Claremont, NH. Her daughter
Googled "Albion K. Goodwin" and found the Camp Griffin
Gazette's listing and me as the descendant. And we
connected. It was family I never knew I had.

The listing has yielded another connection for me. I recently
received the following:

Mr. Anderson,

I just saw the November 2009 issue of the Camp Griffin
Gazette online and see that you are the gggrandson of
Edwin Ruthvin Mayo of Co. B, 21st Maine Infantry.  I have
an original copy of the U.S. Infantry and Rifle Tactics
published in 1863 which bears his name.  It appears the
book belonged to Sgt. George W. Cushman, Co. D, 21st
Maine as the first page boldly bears "Geo W Cushman Co D
21st Me Reg"

Behind the front cover appears "E. R. Mayo  7 U.S." and
under the name is "Fairfield Maine"  and on the inside back
cover appears in signature "Edwin R. Mayo"   The "7 US"
confuses me since Sgt. Mayo was in the 21st Maine until
mustering out in 1863.  Could he have re enlisted?  I can
find no record of him in the 7th US.
  
I am trying to work up a brief bio on your ancestor's service
in the 21st Maine.  I have the info on the 21st and its history
and campaigns.    I am not sure, but I think that Edwin was
in Los Angeles, Ca at the time of his death according to a
Pension index card I found.  Would this be correct?  I would
also like to pass on that the USAMHI has in its holdings a
photo of Sgt. Edwin R. Mayo.  I have a scanned copy and
would gladly scan and send a copy of it if you do not already
have this.
  
What do you think of all this?
  
Dennis B. Miller
Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Well, I thought it was one of the most amazing things that
could have happened to me. Here attached is a picture of
my great great grandfather, the likeness of whom I have
never seen. The caption reads" Sgt. Edwin R. Mayo and
Unid. EM Co. B, 21st Maine Vol. Inf. It was found at Carlisle
Barracks. Call it serendipity, or a testament to the Internet
and its various tools, or just good luck, I feel very fortunate.

(Thanks, Jack!  This is wonderful!  I’m so glad we were able
to continue to have our Camp Griffin Gazette newsletter

posted on the Internet through the generosity of Tom
Ledoux and his Vermont in the Civil War web site.

If any of our members have more information on their
ancestors they would like to share with our readers, please
feel free to write something up and send or hand the copy to
me for a future issue.  Who knows what might happen? –
Ginny)

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions.  Send news and information to:

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH  03745 or
E-mail:     lewandginny@emailmv.com      

The deadline for the February 2010 newsletter is
January 31, 2009.
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Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2009— March 2010 Membership Rates

Name: ______________________________

Address: ____________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Home Phone _________________________

Work Phone__________________________

E-mail
address______________________________

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

    Is this a  new membership ___
 renewal ___

Dues are payable to:  GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH  03766.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table

P.O. Box 1245

White River Jct., VT  05001

Civil War Era Research at the Society (NH)

The Society’s library is a popular destination for researchers
of the Civil War.  For example, William Marvel, award-
winning author of more than a dozen books including Lee’s
Last Retreat, Andersonville, and Mr. Lincoln Goes to War,
is a frequent visitor and often cites the Society’s collection
among his sources.  Nearly 40,000 New Hampshire citizens
served in the war, and many left behind diaries, journals,
and memoirs which have become an important part of the
Society’s collection.  These unique primary sources provide
a nearly inexhaustible source of first-hand accounts of
military campaigns, battles, camp life, and the home front.

A recent purchase by the Society adds another significant
resource to the Civil War era collection.  What became of
wounded and disabled soldiers following the war is
meticulously recorded in the legal journal of Henry B.
Atherton, an attorney from Nashua, who represented many
veterans in government claims cases. The journal contains
over 250 cases filed by veterans or widows seeking pensions
and includes detailed descriptions of the wounds, medical
care, and the impact service in the war had on their post-
war lives.  In some cases, Atherton persisted for over 20
years gathering information and proof to satisfy the
government’s requirements.  The “Government Claims
journal of Henry B. Atherton, Atty,” is already proving to be
an invaluable resource for researchers of the Civil War era.

(Above is from the Fall 2008 New Hampshire Historical
Society Newsletter.)
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