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HOWARD COFFIN 

“SOMETHING ABIDES:  DISCOVERING THE 

CIVIL WAR IN TODAY’S VERMONT” 

        TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2013 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, June 10.  Cost per person for the dinner is 
$16.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake 
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 

 
 

HOWARD COFFIN 
 
Howard Coffin is a seventh generation Vermonter with six 
ancestors who served in Vermont Civil War regiments. He 
has just published his fourth book on Vermont Civil War 
history: "Something Abides: Discovering the Civil War in 
Today's Vermont." The book documents some 2,500 Civil 
War-related sites that still exist in Vermont. James 
McPherson has said that no book like it has ever been 
written and called it a "tour de force." Long active in historic 
preservation, Coffin is a former member of the National 
Civil War Sites Advisory Commission and a board member 
of the Civil War Trust and the Association for the 
Preservation of Civil War Sites. He has given more than 400 
talks on the Civil War, throughout Vermont and from 
Charleston to Gettysburg to Fredericksburg to Providence 
and Boston. For 20 years he has led bus tours of the Civil 
War battlefields. Coffin is a frequent commentator on 
Vermont Public Radio, hosts Across the Fence history 
segments on WCAX-TV, and has made many national 
television appearances including the History Channel, 
National Geographic TV, C-Span, the Charles Kuralt Show, 
and more. He is a member of the Vermont Sesquicentennial 
Commission. 
  
At White River Junction he will discuss the new book and 
describe several of its 2,500 sites. 
 
“While our soldiers fight, I can stand and feed and 
nurse them.  My place is anywhere between the 
bullet and the battlefield.” 
   Clara Barton 
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The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2013 Program Schedule 

Sept. 10  Patrick Falci returns!   

2014 

April 12            Wayne Motts, CEO, Harrisburg, PA,      
Civil War Museum 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

To June 1, Vermont, Norwich Alumni – “Norwich 
University & the Civil War:  Towards a Higher Moral 
Purpose” on contributions of Norwich alumni in war’s early 
years, especially in training volunteer troops & Union naval 
blockade.  Also development of participants’ beliefs about 
slavery & emancipation.  Free.  Summer Mon.-Fri. 8-4.  For 
information (802) 485-2183; www.norwich.edu/museum  

To Dec. 20, 2013 – Norwich University - “These 
Honored Dead:  Private and National 
Commemoration” exhibit about Norwich 
University alumni from both sides of the conflict 
during 1863.  Focus on military draft, prisons, 
mourning rituals.  Free.  For information, see 
www.norwich.edu/museum 

To Oct. 14, 2013 – “Soldiers and Citizens” exhibit at 
New England Via Vermont in Alburgh Village.  
Focus on Civil War soldier and family back home.  
Displays on medicine, ladies, soldier life, veterans, 
scoundrels and more.  For information, (802) 796-
3665; www.newenglandviavermont.net 

 
The Vermont Historical Society announces the 
opening of the third exhibit at the Vermont 
Heritage Galleries: Service & Sacrifice: Vermont’s 
Civil War Generation. 
  Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout 
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during 
and after the war. On display for the first time since its 
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of 
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles 
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil 
War. 

 Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags 
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong 
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display 
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most 
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits 
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union 
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade. 
  Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861, 
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and 
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton 
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont 
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs 
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military 
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around 
the camp. 
   Call (802) 479-8500 or go online: 
www.vermonthistory.org. 
 
June 5 — American Oracle: The Civil War in the 
Civil Rights Era. David Blight, Yale professor and 
acclaimed author of Race and Reunion, considers how 
Americans looked on the War’s centennial during the early 
1960s and explores the gulf between remembrance and 
reality.A First Wednesdays lecture (rescheduled from 
December 5). Hosted by the Norwich Public Library. 
Norwich Congregational Church, 15 Church St, 7:00 
pm. Lucinda Walker, (802) 649-1184. 
 
June 12 —  NEKCWRT - The Vermont Civil War 
Songbook. Dressed in period costume, singer/researcher 
Linda Radtke shares songs from Vermont during the Civil 
War period, with engaging commentary and letters from 
Vermont soldiers. Seldom-heard songs from the Vermont 
Historical Society include the comic but poignant "Grafted 
into the Army," "Yankee Robinson at Bull Run," "Neath the 
Pines of Vermont" (in which a soldier returns home to die), 
a satirical song about Jefferson Davis, and sentimental 
ballads from Vermont during the period. Linda Radtke is 
joined by pianist Arthur Zorn in this program for all 
audiences that brings the Civil War period in Vermont to life 
through music and letters. Hosted by the Northeast 
Kingdom Civil War Roundtable. Newport, Eastside 
Restaurant, 47 Landing St, 7:00 pm. Tyler Alexander, 
(802) 881-2568. 
 
June 21– NHCWRT, Epping, NH – Ray Cresswell – 
“Guns of Amoskeag.”  For more information, check out 
their web site:  www.cwrt-nh.org 
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July 13 - 2:00 p.m. at the Vermont History Center, 
60 Washington Street, Barre 
Within several weeks of serving its nine months of active 
duty, and having seen no combat, the Second Vermont 
Brigade found itself on the right flank of Pickett's Charge at 
Gettysburg with a chance to alter the course of the Civil 
War. On the same day, July 3, 1863, the First Vermont 
Cavalry Regiment was sent into a cauldron of death from 
which many Green Mountain Boys would never return. 
Come hear Paul Zeller share these stories of Vermonters 
and Vermont units at the battle of Gettysburg. 

All Second Saturday talks are free with admission to the 
Vermont History Center.  

For more information, please contact Amanda Gustin, 
Public Programs Coordinator, at amanda.gustin@state.vt.us 
or (802) 828-2180. 
 
July 14 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar 
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union 
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard 
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War. 
Hosted by the American Precision Museum. Windsor, 
American Precision Museum, 196 Main St, 3:00 
pm. Sheila Brannan, (802) 674-5781 
 

Civil War Living History Weekend 
July 18-20, 2013 
Claremont, NH 

 
Thurs., July 18 – 8 to 9 p.m., Broad Street Park: 
American Band Concert, directed by Ed Evensen.  
Promenade by costumed re-enactors around and 
through the Park. 
Friday, July 19 – 7 to 8:30 p.m., Trinity Church, 
Broad Street:  Program of speakers covering 
various aspects of life in Claremont in the Civil War 
years, followed by an Ice Cream Social.  
Saturday, July 20 – All Day – Monadnock Park: 
Military Encampment – Demonstrations of camp 
life.   
The weekend events will conclude with a Military 
march from the Encampment to Broad Street Park 
for a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Civil War 
Monument, honoring the 17 Claremont soldiers 
who perished in 1863.  The troops will march back 
to Monadnock Park and disband.   
For more information please contact Nancy Miville 
at 603-543-0068 or 
nancywhittingham@hotmail.com or check out their 
web site at:  
https://sites.google.com/site/necwevents/ 
 
July 26-28 – Timeline Event – Dover, Vermont– 27th 
Annual International Timeline from ancient to modern.  
Ancient arts muster, antique knife & gun show, museum 
open house, festival parade, crafts & gathering of fifes, pipes 
& drums.  Hosted by Living History Association.  For 

information, www.livinghistoryassn.org 
 
NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN PRECISION 
MUSEUM IN WINDSOR 
  
The American Precision Museum will open its doors for the 
2013 season on May 25, 2013.  For the second straight year, 
our Civil War exhibits, Full Duty and Arming the Union are 
among the State's Top Ten Civil War 'things to see and do' 
in Vermont.  We also have a great lineup of events posted on 
our website at Upcoming Events.  The museum is open 
everyday from Memorial Day weekend to October 31, from 
10:00am - 5:00pm.  Free admission on Sundays. 
  
Sheila Brannan 
Visitor Services 
American Precision Museum 
196 Main St.  PO Box 679 
Windsor VT 05089 
802.674.5781 (p) 
802.674.2524 (f) 
sbrannan@americanprecision.org 
www.americanprecision.org  
Sign up for our e-Newsletter 
Like us on Facebook 
 
New Hampshire Historical Society Exhibit: 
 
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War 
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (on view at the 
Society's library, 30 Park Street, Concord). 
(through July 6, 2013) 
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict 
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they 
encountered in the South.   Location: 30 Park Street, 
Concord, NH Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.  Admission: Free  Contact: 603/228-6688 
 
From the Lyme, NH, Historical Society: 
August 9-11, 2013 
Encampment on the Common!   We are delighted to 
announce that the Sixth New Hampshire Volunteers, 
Company E re-enactors have accepted the Lyme Historians' 
invitation to set up an encampment on the Lyme Common 
from August 9 - 11.  Yes, there will be campfires, tents, and 
Civil War-era armaments, uniforms, drills, and camp 
followers among us 21st century folk for a whole weekend. 
 Mark your calendars to bring your kids for the first-ever 
trip back in time to the Civil War in Lyme.  Watch for more 
details as the event draws near. (And no, our old cannon will 
not be fired.  Householders on the common need not fear 
for their windows). 
 

News from the 18th Vermont Regiment 
 
 The 18th Vermont Regiment will be sponsoring a mid-sized 
event July 27. 2013, in Burlington, Vermont, reenacting the 
return of the heroes of Gettysburg less than three weeks 
after they fought with distinction in the battle. We are 
organizing a full weekend of activities centered on the 
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dedication of a new historical marker in City Hall Park with 
an evening of Irish music, theater, and talks in the City Hall 
auditorium. Anyone who would like to get involved in 
helping to organize, promote, and present this event is 
encouraged to contact William L. McKone, President of the 
18th Vermont Regiment, at pres18vt@stoweaccess.com. 
Visit the new web site www.18thvt.org for details on raffle 
prizes related to Vermont at Gettysburg, particularly 
Company A, 13th Vermont. Only 1,000 tickets will be going 
on sale soon at $10 each to give you a chance at over 200 
prizes to include books, Irish music of the era, photos, pins, 
guide services, and a signed print of the Middleton painting 
of the 13th Vermont in the battle. 
--  
Author of "Vermont's Irish Rebel," the biography of Captain 
John Lonergan, recipient of the Medal of Honor for 
gallantry in the battle of Gettysburg 
 
William L. McKone, President of the 18th VT Regiment 
Box 460 
Jeffersonville, VT 05464 
(802) 644-2433 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  IF YOU WANT TO CONTACT 
TOM LEDOUX VIA E-MAIL, HIS ADDRESS 

HAS CHANGED.  IT IS NOW:  
vermontcivilwar@outlook.com 

 
CHANGE WINTER MEETINGS FOR SUMMER? 

Peter Sinclair 
 

At the May meeting those present were asked to 
vote on whether to drop our winter meetings and 
have meetings in July and August instead. There 
was a majority voting in favor of doing this. 
However, no warning had been given to the group 
about this vote. Therefore, Peter feels we should 
take a vote again at the June meeting, especially as 
the response to the questionnaire last year 
indicated a clear majority wanted to keep the 
winter meetings. The concern is that our December 
through February attendance was quite low and we 
have to pay the Coolidge for 20 dinners regardless 
of how many attend. If you are unable to attend the 
June meeting, please let us know your views on this 
issue. Please contact Peter or Ginny or other 
members of the Executive Committee as listed on 
Page 1 of the bulletin. 
 

Civil War Dioramas 
 

Our RT member, Richard Brewster, has a Civil War diorama 
he made that’s 4 ft. 6” and will be on display at the New 
Hampshire State Library on June 1. 
 
If anyone is interested in having one of his dioramas 
displayed at their local library, historical society, etc., please 
contact him at 603-735-5457.   
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
Beginning Balance:  $2314.38 
Expenses: 
200th meeting cake:  $40 
April and May Newsletters :  $49.70 
Hotel Coolidge, April:   $525.22 
Hotel Coolidge, May:  $372.00 
Speaker expenses, April:  $36 
Speaker expenses, May:  $32 meals, $194.02 rooms 
Deposit, meals, dues, raffles, donations:  $1007.15 
Balance:  $2072.59 
 

THANK YOU 
 
I find it difficult to believe that it has been twenty years 
since the inception of the GMCWRT!  Seems like yesterday 
that Jack approached me with the idea of starting up a local 
RT.  Sounded like a great plan to me so with Jack leading 
the way, everything came together and all these years later 
here we are!  Together we have raised thousands of dollars 
for battlefield preservation, spurred local interest in Civil 
War history, and honored those who sacrificed so much in 
service to our country.   I'd like to thank Jack for taking the 
initiative to create the RT, for our newsletter editors, past 
and present; Jack, Dave Merrill, Cathy Hoyt, and the 
incomparable Ginny Gage; our program directors; Dr. David 
Cross, Peter Sinclair, and the folks who have come together 
to serve on our new program committee; our video maven; 
Alan Cheever, our membership chairpersons; Mary Davis 
and Nancy Miville, and all those who offer to help out 
whenever needed.  Thanks also to our many knowledgeable 
members who have presented programs to the RT, those 
who donate books for our raffle, and those who share their 
travel experiences and newsworthy events with us. Thanks 
to those who are brave enough to travel with me each 
spring!  I am so very grateful for the friendships I have 
made through the RT and for the camaraderie that each of 
you brings to our group.  I'd also like to take a moment to 
remember some of our members who left us too soon, 
including Dave Bernard, Carl Braun, Ray Hoyt, Walter 
Mendoza, Bill Green, Bob Mattson, and Anne Jackman.  My 
apologies to those whose names I have omitted here. 
 
Finally I would like to say a HUGE thanks to all of you for 
continuing to support our Roundtable!  Here's to twenty 
more years! 
 
Gail 

Letters from the Field 
 

“I never could quite enjoy being a “Conquering Hero.”…I 
can fight for a cause I know to be just, can risk my own life 
and the lives of those in my keep, without a thought of the 
consequences, but when we’ve conquered, when we’ve 
downed the enemy and won the victory, I don’t want to 
hurrah.  I want to go off all by myself and be sorry for 
them.” 
(General George Pickett, in a letter to his future wife, Sally, 
on June 24, 1863.)   
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CALEDONIAN 
JUNE 5, 1863 
  
VERMONT QUOTA.  A private letter from Washington 
informs us that the quota of Vermont in the coming draft 
will be 2,000; of which the 1st District will furnish 979, the 
2d 707, and the 3d 614.  The requisite uniforms will be 
ordered the present week from New York.—Free Press 
 
 
CALEDONIAN 
JUNE 12, 1863 
 
In speaking of the Vermont battery at the battle of Port 
Hudson, the New Orleans Era says: 
     "The firing on both sides for a few minutes was rapid, but 
Capt. Holcomb, of the 2d Vermont, soon commenced one of 
the most terrific cannonades which a single battery could 
possibly carry on.  Shell and spherical case were poured 
forth so fast that sometimes two or three discharges would 
be made at once, keeping up a deafening roar and blinding 
smoke about the battery.  Every one of his guns fired about 
sixty rounds at the enemy.  Two men of this battery were 
slightly wounded in the fight.  This engagement lasted about 
an hour, when the fire of Capt. Holcomb's battery became 
too hot for the enemy, one rebel gun had been disabled, 
several of their men and artillery horses had been killed, 
and they were compelled to retreat.  Two horses belonging 
to the Vermont battery were killed.  The men stood bravely 
at their posts--as artillerists would say--without winking."  
 
 
PORTSMOUTH JOURNAL OF LITERATURE AND 
POLICIES 
JUNE 27, 1863 
 
A Fredericksburg dispatch, 24th, states that there is no 
longer any doubt that the rebels are in strong force on this 
side of the Potomac, and are marching into Pennsylvania.  
Elwell’s corps (late Stonewall Jackson’s) is marching on 
Chambersbug; he has 16 pieces of artillery, two regiments of 
cavalry and 12 of infantry,--in all about 8000 men  They 
have immense wagon trains to hold their plunder and are 
seizing horses and cattle and sending them to the rear.  It is 
reported that the entire rebel army is crossing into 
Maryland. 
Carlisle, Pa., has been evacuated and the rebels are 
advancing upon it.  People are fleeing to Harrisburg for 
safety, and in that city many have their goods packed for 
shipment.  Business is partially suspended in Philadelphia.   
 
CALEDONIAN 
JULY 3, 1863 
  
A letter of the 23d from the 13th regiment, informs us that 
the Government offered to brigade that regiment with the 1st 
Vermont brigade, if the men would stay six months longer, 
but they declined. 
 
 
 

THE N.H. CAVALRY 
JUNE 24, 1863 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE PATRIOT 
 
THE N.H. CAVALRY.--The N.H. Cavalry battalion was 
engaged in a severe conflict with the rebel force near 
Thoroughfare Gap, west of the old Bull Run battlefield, on 
the 17th and 18th insts., and suffered a terrible loss.  A letter 
from Capt. Bixby of Manchester says their regiment, on the 
17th, were ordered to Middleburg, through the Gap--that 
they fought all the way through the Gap, but were unable to 
hold it--that on the 18th they were surrounded by three 
brigades of cavalry and six pieces of artillery, and were "cut 
all to pieces."  A few fought their way out, but of "the whole 
regiment only four officers and twenty-seven men escaped."  
The officers who escaped are Capt. Bixby, and Lieuts. 
Sawyer, Leonard and Steers, who brought off Col. Duffie 
severely wounded; and the rest were killed or taken 
prisoners.  A despatch from Washington says Lt. Col. 
Thompson and 60 men have since come in. 
 
This is a sample of Hooker's "strategy"--sending a regiment 
to fight three brigades and six pieces of artillery! 
 
[FROM THE MANCHESTER MIRROR.] 
FARMER'S CABINET (AMHERST, NH) 
JUNE 25, 1863. 
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE CAVALRY CUT ALL TO 
PIECES. 
NEARLY ALL KILLED, CAPTURED OR MISSING. 
 
     The following letter was written by Capt. A. H. Bixby to 
his wife in this city: 
                               CENTREVILLE, June 18, 1863. 
     I suppose you have been expecting a letter from me for 
sometime, but the fact is, I have been unable to send one.  
We have been constantly on the move for two weeks with no 
mail facilities, and it would have been of no use to attempt. 
it.  Yesterday we were ordered to Middlebury through 
Thoroughfare Gap.  We succeeded in reaching Middlebury, 
but fought all the way after passing the Gap, but alas could 
not hold it, and this morning our poor regiment was 
surrounded by three brigades of the enemy's cavalry, and six 
pieces of artillery, and our regiment cut all to pieces!  A few 
of us fought our way out.  I led the advance and never saw 
such bravery.  Our men fought like tigers, but it was of little 
use. 
     Out of our whole regiment only four officers, and twenty-
seven men escaped.  Lieuts. Sawyer, Leonard, Steere and 
myself brought Col. Duffie from the field.  Of my squadron 
only seven remain, and of my company but two.  All the rest 
of the regiment killed, wounded and missing.--You cannot 
imagine how sad we feel.  Poor Col. Duffie is crying like a 
child for his "beloved regiment."  I could cry too.  Col. 
Thompson, Lt. Prentiss, Lt. Barker, Maj. Farrington, Capt. 
Wyman, Captain Allen, in fact all the rest are taken or 
killed.  My God, 'tis too hard to bear.  My poor horse, 
Jimmy, carried me through bravely.  He has a ball in his 
neck and another in his foot.  As for myself I have a ball in 
my thigh, and was hit slightly in my side, neither of which is 
dangerous, though that in my leg is exceedingly painful.  
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TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Nancy Miville, Membership Coordinator 

  
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your 
membership for the year.  Membership runs from March 
through February.  When completing the membership form, 
please remember to include your email address.  We are 
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as 
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our 
treasury.  Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get 
additional information that may come up between meetings 
to you quickly.  If you have any questions about whether or 
not your dues are paid, please email Nancy  
 nancywhittingham@hotmail.com 
 
Thank you for supporting your Roundtable. 
 

Letters from the Field 
 

Oh, the responsibility for the lives of such men as these!  
Well, my darling, their fate and that of our beloved 
Southland will be settled ere your glorious brown eyes rest 
on these scraps of penciled paper—your soldier’s last letter, 
perhaps. 
(General George Pickett, in a letter to his future wife, Sally, 
on July 3, 1863; just before his disastrous charge at 
Gettysburg.)   
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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