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PROFESSOR LESLIE BUTLER 

“ARMING THE UNION:  VERMONT 

GUNMAKERS AND THE TECHNOLOGY  

THAT SHAPED AMERICA” 

              TUESDAY, JUNE 10    

              HOTEL COOLIDGE 

          WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
      6-6:30 Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:15 Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, June 9.  Cost per person for the meal is $16.75. 
For reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  BECAUSE THIS IS A 

HUMANITIES COUNCIL PROGRAM, WE 
CANNOT CHARGE FOR THE PROGRAM.  WE 

WILL, HOWEVER, BE HAPPY TO TAKE 
DONATIONS AT THE DOOR. 

 
CARRIE BROWN 

 
 Carrie Brown earned a PhD from the University of 
Virginia, specializing in the connections between American 
literature and folklore.  She soon shifted her interest to the 
interactions between technology and popular culture – 
producing books, articles, and museum exhibitions on the 
history of the Air Age, the bicycle, the automobile, and the 
role of precision manufacturing and mass production in 
developing the American consumer culture.  She most 
recently served as guest curator for two exhibitions on the 
Civil War at the American Precision Museum in Windsor.  
She is the author of Rosie’s Mom: Forgotten Women 
Workers of the First World War. 
 
 

ARMING THE UNION: VERMONT 
GUNMAKERS AND THE TECHNOLOGY THAT 

SHAPED AMERICA 
 

 During the Civil War, the Union army fielded more 
that two million men, most of them armed with newly 
made, highly accurate rifles.  How did the North produce all 
of those weapons in such a short time?  What impact did the 
new rifles have on the conduct and outcome of the war? 
Then, after the war, how did the new manufacturing 
technology change American life and popular culture? In 
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this illustrated lecture, historian and museum curator, 
Carrie Brown explores the critical role that Windsor, 
Vermont, played in producing technology that won the war 
and changed American life. 
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

 
Free & Safe By appointment and mid-May - late 
October, daily  - A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL 
Top 10 Exhibit  
 
Free & Safe is a new exhibit at Rokeby Museum, a National 
Historic Landmark and Underground Railroad site 
described as “unrivaled” by the National Park Service. 
The provocative exhibit Free and Safe introduces Simon 
and Jesse – two fugitives from slavery who were sheltered at 
Rokeby in the 1830s. The exhibit traces their stories from 
slavery to freedom, introduces the abolitionist Robinson 
family who called Rokeby home for nearly 200 years, and 
explores the turbulent decades leading up to the Civil War. 
Once a thriving Merino sheep farm, Rokeby retains eight 
historic farm buildings filled with agricultural artifacts 
along with old wells, stone walls, and fields. Acres of 
pastoral landscape invite a leisurely stroll or a hike up the 
trail. Picnic tables accommodate lunch outdoors.  
Rokeby Museum, 4334 Rte. 7, Ferrisburgh,VT 
(802) 877-3406 www.rokeby.org 
 
The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service & 
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic 
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of 
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont 
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the 
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to 
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. 

Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street, 
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802) 
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org 
 
1864: Some Suffer So Much - January 13, 2014 – 
December 2014 A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL 
Top 10 Exhibit  
This is the 4th in a series of exhibits that examines 
American's first private military college and its deep 
connections to the Civil War. 1864: Some Suffer So Much 
examines Norwich University alumni who served as military 
surgeons, the history of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
from the Civil War to the present. The exhibit will also 
present the stories of Norwich alumni who played a 
significant role in the United States Colored Troops, African 
American combat units that fought in the battles of 1864 as 
well as Norwich University Corps of Cadets response to the 
St Albans Raid in October 1864. Image: Medal of Honor 
recipient, Edward B. Williston, and his horse, ‘Pony,’ 
Norwich University Archives.  Sullivan Museum & 
History Center, Norwich University, 158 Harmon 
Dr, Northfield, Vermont (802) 485-2183 
http://www.norwich.edu/museum/ 
 
May 24-Oct. 13, 2014 – Coolidge Family – “The 
Coolidges, Plymouth and the Civil War” at President 
Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site, Plymouth Notch.  
Exhibit of artifacts, letters, photographs about Civil War’s 
impact on the town and how President Coolidge’s interest in 
Civil War history was reflected in his professional, personal 
life.  Open daily 9:30-5:00.  For more information, contact 
(802) 672-3773 or 
www.HistoricSites.Vermont.gov/Coolidge 
 
To Oct. 13, 2014 – Vermont, Soldiers & Citizens – 
Free museum at New England Via Vermont in Alburgh 
village.  Focus on the Civil War soldier and family back 
home.  Displays include St. Albans Raid, medicine, ladies, 
children, soldier life, scoundrels, battles, Underground 
Railroad.  Bring QR reader for extra content.  For more 
information (802) 796-3665 or 
newenglandviavermont@hotmail.com 
 
July 23-Oct. 13 – Vermont, Statuary Hall – “Statues 
of Liberty: A Sesquincentennial Exhibit & 
Celebration” at Justin Morrill Homestead, Strafford.  
Congressman Morrill’s act signed by Lincoln on July 2, 
1864, created the National Statuary Hall at U.S. Capitol.  
Photos & descriptions of the statues.  Opening reception, 
preview July 4, 5:30 p.m.  Open Wed. – Fri. 11:00 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  Monday holidays.  For more information (802) 765-
4288 or director@morrillhomestead.org; 
www.morrillhomestead.org 
 
June 18 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy Burden to 
Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story. Abel Morrill, Sr., 
was an early settler of Cabot, Vermont. He was a respected 
farmer and maple sugar producer for much of the 19th 
century. His story reflects the hardship and heartbreak 
suffered by those who lived at the time of America’s greatest 
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conflict, the Civil War. David Book’s portrayal of Abel 
Morrill profiles life before the war and life as it was affected 
by the war. Drawing on primary resources, Book’s 
monologue describes with historical accuracy life in mid-
19th century Vermont and is a story that could be repeated 
by many families in every town in Vermont during this era. 
Hosted by the Northeast Kingdom Civil War Roundtable. 
Newport, EastSide Restaurant, 47 Landing St, 7:00 
pm. Tyler Alexander, (802) 881-2568. 
 
June 20 & 21 – Vermont History Expo will be a hit! 

The 2014 Expo will feature vintage base ball (that's 
how they spelled it back then) on Saturday night 
with the Whately Pioneers taking on the NH 
Granite team. 

Base ball game Saturday night, June 21 

Tunbridge World's Fairgrounds, Tunbridge, 
Vermont 
 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Saturday & Sunday 
Admission $10 Adults $5 Children $20 Family 
Weekend Pass Children under 5 free! 
Visitors in period costume admitted for half price. 

More Vermont History Expo events all weekend!  
Saturday and Sunday, June 21 and 22 • 10:00 - 5:00 
pm Tunbridge Fairgrounds, Tunbridge, Vermont 
 
American Precision Museum, Windsor, VT: 

June 6 – 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. - Opening Reception of 
our Civil War exhibits, Arming the Union:  Gunmakers in 
Windsor, Vermont, relating the important story of the 
Robbins & Lawrence Armory; and Full Duty:  The Civil War 
Collection of Howard Coffin. Vermont historian and author, 
Coffin has spent 40 years collecting artifacts that 
demonstrate the contributions Vermonters made to the 
war.  New objects have been added to the exhibit and Coffin 
will be on hand to talk about them.  

July 13 – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. - Explore the exhibit, 
Full Duty: The Civil War Collection of Howard Coffin, with 
Coffin himself as he shares how he found the objects in his 
collection and relates the stories and anecdotes of his years 
collecting them. This is the third and final season of the 
exhibit and the closing opportunities to hear Coffin speak 
intimately of his passion and interest in Vermont's role in 
the Civil War.   Preregistration is required.  $10.00 
admission fee payable at the door. 

July 20 – 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.  - Howard Coffin will 
talk about the Battle of Cedar Creek, the site of one of 
Vermont's greatest sacrifices in the Civil War.  The stunning 
Union victory aided the reelection of Abraham Lincoln, and 
the Confederacy was never again able to threaten 
Washington, D.C. nor protect its key economic bases in 

Virginia. Free Admission - For more information contact 
(802) 674-5781. 

July 6 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar 
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union 
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard 
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War. 
Hosted by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. 
Plymouth, President Calvin Coolidge Museum & 
Education Center, 3780 Route 100A, 2:00 pm. 
William Jenney, (802) 672-3773. 

July 17 — One Regiment’s Story in the Civil War: 
The Ninth Vermont, 1862–1865. From guarding 
Confederate prisoners incarcerated at Camp Douglas, 
Illinois, to the woods of coastal North Carolina and finally to 
the gates of Richmond, the Ninth Vermont Regiment earned 
a reputation of being well-disciplined and steadfast under 
fire. Although lacking the renown of other Vermont units, it 
represented the state well throughout its history. Civil War 
historian Donald Wickman offers listeners tales of the ninth 
Vermont, highlighted by the stories of some of the 1,878 
Vermonters who comprised it, as it became one of the most 
traveled regiments in the Federal army. Hosted by the Blake 
Memorial Library. East Corinth, Blake Memorial 
Library, 676 Village Road, 6:30 pm. Ken Linge, (802) 
439-5338. 

July 25 – Dover Forge, West Dover, VT – Time-Line 
Event  - 28th Annual Living History Association 
Time Line Event & Annual Blueberry Valley 
Festival.  Encampment with displays & demonstrations 
from Ancient Rome to WWII.  Saturday Blueberry Festival 
parade with regional bands & marching units.  For more 
information contact (802) 368-7912 or 
info@livinghistoryassn.org 

 
WORLD WAR I GROUP 

Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is 
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in 
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the 
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but 
this may change. If you want to come or want more 
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or 
David Curtin [802-633-2536]. 

 
Treasurers Report 

Gail Blake 
 
Starting Balance: $1072.46 
 
Expenses 
 
Newsletter and stamps: $34.65 
 
Speaker:  $16.75 
 
Vermont Humanities Council (payment for June speaker): 
$75.00 
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Hotel Coolidge: $358.75 
 
Deposit (dues, raffle, meals): $539.50 
 
Balance: $1126.81 
 
Caledonian (St. Johnsbury, Vt) 
Friday, June 10, 1864 
 
HARD CASE.--Henry Amblo, Co. G, 2d Vt., reported 
missing in the official list of loss of Vermont Brigade, was 
found after lying helpless for eight days in the Wilderness, 
during which time he had nothing to eat but the food in his 
haversack.  His ankle had been shattered by a mini ball, and 
when found his wounds had been so long neglected that 
mortification had set in, so that the amputation of his foot 
became necessary.  At the last accounts he was doing well. 
 
KILLED BY OUR OWN MEN.--Lieutenant Thomas 
Ensworth, 4th Vt. Vols., from Windsor, was killed in the late 
battles by a spent ball from one of our own batteries.  Others 
of our men were injured in a similar manner while our 
artillery was firing over them.  
 
Vermont Phoenix (Brattleboro, VT) 
Friday, June 17, 1864 
 
The following officers are reported among the wounded in 
the battle of Coal [Cold] Harbor, June 1:  Capt. George D. 
Sowles, 11th Vt., arm; Capt. J. S. Drenan, 11th, contusion 
back; Capt. Stephen Wilson, 11th, mortally; Lieut. William 
White, 10th Vt., groin. 
 
Co. G, of the 4th Vt. regiment, had but sixteen men left after 
the battles of the Wilderness, and the highest officer unhurt 
was corporal Walter Scribner, who commanded the 
remnant of the company.  It has lost 33 men in killed and 
wounded. 
 
Major Gen. Banks has ordered that the enlisted men of the 
8th Vt. regiment, who have not re-enlisted, and who have 
served with the regiment from its organization, and such of 
the officers as have not been mustered for the new term, be 
sent immediately to Vermont, to be mustered out of service. 
 
Corporal Ralph Hull of Co. M, 1st Vt. battery, died a few 
days since of wounds received two days previous.  He was 
the last of six brothers killed in the present war.  All enlisted 
together at the outbreak of the rebellion; all have fought 
side by side in many battles; all have fallen in defense of 
their country. 
 
The roll of honor of Norwich University embraces 3 Major 
Generals, 7 Brigadiers, 25 Colonels, Lieut. Colonels and 
Majors, the same number of Surgeons, 50 Captains and 40 
Lieutenants.   
 
A letter from the 5th regiment, dated June 5, says; "For the 
last 48 hours they have been hugging a pit within pistol-shot 
of the enemy's works.  The 5th regiment left camp with 500 

muskets--it cannot now muster over 125.  Out of 9 Captains 
who left camp, 3 have been killed, 3 wounded, and 3 were 
left unharmed.--Since the 10th ult., the day Major Dudley 
was wounded, the 5th has been without field officers.  It is 
now in command of Capt. Hamilton of Company F." 
 
St. Albans Daily Messenger 
Monday, June 6, 1864 
 
....Capt. Dennie W. Farr, Capt. Carpenter, and Sergeant 
Luke W. Kendall, all of the 4th Vt. regiment, who were killed 
at the dreadful battles of the Wilderness, were buried on the 
field of battle not far from where they fell, and very near to 
each other.  The spot is so well designated that the place of 
their burial can be easily ascertained. 
....Capt. Cady writes home that only 144 are now left in the 
"bully old Second Vermont Regiment," who are capable of 
bearing arms, and doing service; while 13 of those whose 
time expires the 20th of next month and were then 
designing to return home with him, are either killed or 
wounded. 
 
New Hampshire Sentinel (Keene, NH) 
Thursday, June 23, 1864 
 
RETURN OF THE VETERANS OF THE 2nd REG.--
The Veterans of the 2nd N.H. Volunteers, whose term of 
service has expired, numbering 135 enlisted men and 19 
officers, arrived in Concord on Wednesday of last week.  
They were nearly all in the same dress in which they left the 
battle-field, and were a war-begrimmed, hardy and noble 
looking set of men.  They were under command of Col. 
Bailey.  The number of the 2nd left in the field, whose term 
of service has not expired, is 612--including the sick and 
wounded.  
 
Boston Daily Advertiser 
Friday, June 10, 1864 
 
REBEL HUMANITY--A correspondent of the New York 
Tribune, writing from Cold Harbor, Va., under date of June 
5th, says:-- 
"All day yesterday a wounded officer of a New Hampshire 
regiment lay some twenty yards in front of General 
Marston's works, unable to crawl in, and the rebel 
sharpshooters would suffer none to go out for him.  He had 
fallen the day before in the morning assault, and the lines as 
finally established left him midway between friend and 
enemy.  One man had been severely wounded in attempting 
to reach him.  Hard bread was shied out to him in 
abundance, but a dozen canteens were thrown away before 
one lodged within his grasp.  Finally, night setting in, opens 
a chance to get him off.  A zigzag is started from the main 
works; men work with zeal and well-directed muscle, but 
noiselessly, as though they were the original managing 
directors of "Oft in the Stilly Night."  Three hours of such 
work and the wounded man is reached; is pulled into the 
trench; is carried triumphantly back its tacking course, and 
then is received behind cover with great cheers.  The cheers 
cause a volley, but the volley is harmless, and the man is 
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saved.  I am chagrined that I have been unable to ascertain 
this officer's name."  
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Welcome new members Eric Whittaker from 
Killington, Vermont and Ed Hall from the 
Rutland, Vermont area. 
 

TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

  
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your 
membership for the year.  Membership runs from March 
through February.  When completing the membership form, 
please remember to include your email address.  We are 
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as 
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our 
treasury.  Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get 
additional information that may come up between meetings 
to you quickly.   

 
Thank you for supporting your Roundtable. 
 

George J. Stannard, Brigadier General 
October 20, 1820-June 1, 1886 

 
General Stannard served as a pre-War Vermont Militia 
officer before being commissioned Lieutenant Colonel of the 
2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry in June 1861. Served with 
his regiment at the Battle of First Bull Run and during the 
1862 Peninsular Campaign. Promoted to Colonel and 
commander of the 9th Vermont Volunteer Infantry in July 
1862, which he led in the Battle of Second Bull Run and at 
Harper's Ferry, where he was captured when that Union 
garrison surrendered to Stonewall Jackson in September 
1862. He was exchanged and promoted to Brigadier 
General, US Volunteers in March 1863. While commanded 
the 2nd Vermont Brigade in the Army of the Potomac's I 
Corps at the Battle of Gettysburg, he led his unit in its 
celebrated flank attack on Pickett's Charge during the Third 
of the Battle (July 3, 1863) and was severely wounded by a 
artillery shell. After a long recovery he was given command 
of a XVIII Corps brigade in the Army of the James operating 
in the May 1864 Richmond Campaign. He was wounded 
again at the Battle of Cold Harbor, and once more while 
leading the charge of his division against Fort Harrison near 
Petersburg (that wound facilitated the amputation of his 
right arm). His field service at an end, he would remain in 
the Army until 1867, serving on the Vermont Border and in 
duties of the Department of the East. he was brevetted 
Major General, US Volunteers on October 28, 1864 for his 
part in the attack on Fort Harrison. From 1881 to 1886, he 
served as the doorkeeper of the House of Representatives. 
Today in the Gettysburg National Military Park, a statue of 
him stands on top of the 2nd Vermont Brigade Monument 
on Hancock Avenue.  
 
(The above biography was on Find-A-Grave and written by 

Russ Dodge.)    
 

Newsletter 
 

As you know, this is our last newsletter until 
September.  If you are aware of a Civil War 
event over the summer you think Round Table 
members might be interested in, please let me 
know.  I will try and e-mail out a message to 
our membership about it.   
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
 

We anticipate having an Executive Committee 
Meeting sometime during the summer.  Again, 
I plan on sending out a notice to our members 
about this meeting.  EVERYONE is welcome to 
attend.  If you are unable to attend but have 
something you would like brought up to the 
Committee, please contact a Committee 
member listed on Page 1 of the letterhead of 
this newsletter.   
 
To all those who have sent articles and 
information to me this past “year,” my sincere 
thanks!  Have a wonderful summer!   
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2014 - March 2015 Membership Rates 

 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
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