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“SLAVERY & THE UNDERGROUND 

RAILROAD IN NEW HAMPSHIRE” 

    SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2016 

          MICHELLE ARNOSKY SHERBURNE 

     BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

         WHITE RIVER JCT.,  VT 

 
12 Noon – Social Hour 

12:15  - Catered  Buffet Lunch by Big Fatty’s 
Dan Lindner – 12:45- 1 P.M. 

1-1:15 – Business Meeting 
Program and question and answer period 

 to follow business meeting. 
Book raffle.  Adjournment 

 
For members to attend the meeting, the cost is 
$2.00 per person, non-members, $5.00 each. 
If you would like to join us for the buffet, the price 
will be 12.00 per person, depending on our head 
count.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake 
by Friday noon, March 11, 2016.   
802- 296-2919 or at auntis@comcast.net  
 
Meal will be: Pulled Chicken w/Homemade BBQ Sauce 
Baked Beans 
Cole Slaw 
Cornbread 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Mixed Baby Greens w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN SPEAKER 

AND PROGRAM FOR MARCH  
 

Revealing the Long Hidden Black Heritage 
 in New Hampshire 

 
Slavery & the Underground Railroad in New 
Hampshire is the newest addition to The History Press’ 
General History series. The book is by author, Michelle 
Arnosky Sherburne and was released on January 25, 2016. 
The book features incredible facts and stories of Amos 
Fortune, Harriet Wilson, and Slavery in Portsmouth.  
New Hampshire was once a hotbed of abolitionist activity. 
But the state had its struggles with slavery, with Portsmouth 
serving as a slave-trade hub for New England. Abolitionists 
such as William Lloyd Garrison, Nathaniel Peabody Rogers 
and Stephen Symonds Foster helped create a statewide 
antislavery movement. Abolitionists and freed slaves 
assisted in transporting escapees to freedom via the 
Underground Railroad. Author Michelle Arnosky Sherburne 
uncovers the truth about slavery, the Underground Railroad 
and the abolitionist movement in New Hampshire.  
 

Michelle Arnosky Sherburne 
 
Michelle Arnosky Sherburne lives with her husband and son 
in Newbury, Vt. She has published Abolition and the 
Underground Railroad in Vermont and St. Albans 
Raid: Confederate Attack on Vermont with History 
Press and co-authored A Vermont Hill Town in the 
Civil War; Peacham’s Story. Sherburne has been in the 
newspaper business for 30 years. She works at a weekly 
newspaper, the Journal Opinion which is celebrating its 
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150th anniversary. Michelle is a freelance writer for 
newspapers and magazines and lectures in Vermont and 
New Hampshire, bringing history to life in schools, libraries, 
and area organizations.  
 

2016 List of Speakers 

April 12 – Tuesday – Patrick Falci – “A. P. Hill at 
Gettysburg” 

May  10 – Norman Mcleod – “Brig.General Cadwell & 
orderly Uriah N. Parmelee, from Guilford, CT. 

 
June 14– Brian Jordan – Gettysburg College.  Will talk 
about his new book on Union veterans and the unending 
effects of the war. 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Mon., March 7 – Sugar River Civil War Round Table 
– Sam Hector will be presenting a program about “Camp 
Life.” at Ed & Nancy Mivilles' home at 311 Old Newport 
Road, Claremont from 7-8:30 PM. We will start with a half 
hour of refreshments and socializing, and then an hour of 
program. We are trying programs based on "In this month 
during the Civil War..."; "After Action Reports" given by 
members about trips, visits, or programs anyone may have 
taken and cares to share; any pertinent topic a member may 
wish to prepare and present; and addressing issues of 
preservation and education. Anyone with similar interests is 
welcome. Contact Eric at 603-298-7776 or 
alyankee@myfairpoint.net 

May 20 – CWRT of NH – 25th anniversary - FREE 
performance by "The Hardtacks," a Civil War band 
who play period music on period instruments.   

Vermont History Expo – Tunbridge, Vermont – 
June 18-19 – H2 0 – The Power of Water in 
Vermont History  

Gail and I post events that we are aware of on our 
Facebook page as well as interesting items from 
time to time.  Check it out some time!  You don’t 
need to be a “member” of Facebook in order to view 
these items, only to post comments to them.  
FACEBOOK Page:  Just go to Facebook Page and 
type in:  Green Mountain Civil War Roundtable. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

June 26 at 2 P.M. at Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, 
Cornish, NH - Newly cast bronze of Saint-Gaudens' 
Standing Lincoln will be unveiled. Harold Holzer will be 
guest speaker. 

TREASURER’S REPORT                                                     
Gail Blake      

Beginning Balance:  $2502.57                                           
Expenses:                                                                                      
Big Fatty's:  $280.89 (food, tax, and gratuity)                               
Civil War Trust:  $200 - Fredericksburg                               
Speaker expenses:  $12 (meal)                                          
Deposit:  $441 (meals, raffle, donations, and dues)                               
Petty Cash:  $56                                                                    
Balance:  $2506.68 

SPRING 2016 RT TRIP                                          
Gail Blake                                                                 

“War in West Virginia:  The First Campaign & 
Struggle for Statehood”  

May 12 – 16, 2015  

I am working with the folks from the Rich Mountain 
Battlefield in West Virginia on a tour The "First Campaign" 
of the Civil War which will also include political context on 
the creation of WV.  Hunter Lesser, who will be our primary 
guide, did suggest that we rent a couple of vans on day two 
so that we can easily access Camp Allegheny and Cheat 
Mountain, seldom visited sites and well worth seeing.  He 
said the roads to these places are not really motorcoach 
worthy and because we love Bob and Premier so much, I 
think we should definitely take his suggestion under 
advisement!   

Lesser will be assisted by Rick Wolfe, on days 1 and 2, and 
Mike Smith on day 3 at Droop Mountain.  The cost will be 
pricing for our 2016 adventure will be $652 (single room 
supplement of $215), includes RT motorcoach 
transportation from WRJct, 4 nights hotel accommodations, 
3 lunches, 3 dinners, breakfast daily, all guide fees, 
admission fees, van rental (for our trip up into the 
Allegheny Mountains), donations, driver gratuities, on 
boards refreshments and information packets.  Total cost is 
based on 30 people, so it may fluctuate somewhat 
depending upon how many folks join us, and of course, any 
math errors on my part.  Deposits of $75 per person are 
required, fully refundable if the trip is cancelled, 50% 
refundable if you cancel.  Deadline to sign up is April 14th, 
as head counts for the rooms and meals are due by that 
date.  I will be in touch soon with more specific details 
concerning our itinerary.  As always our trip is open to all 
those interested, so please feel free to share this 
information.  The folks in West Virginia are very excited to 
host us and want us to leave with "new knowledge, great 
memories, and smiles on our faces!" 
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Checks for deposits should be made payable to the 
GMCWRT and sent to me, Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, 
WRJct VT 05001.                                                                                
Please contact me if you would like a list of suggested 
reading.                                                                             
Will keep you posted on details as they become available. 

 
WORLD WAR I GROUP 

Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is 
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in 
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the 
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but 
this may change. If you want to come or want more 
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or 
David Curtin [802-633-2536]. 
 

February RT Meeting 
 

Once again we had a good crowd of 36 people attending 
with 8 coming just for the meeting.  Big Fatty’s catered 
again, and the meal was very good. 
 
Nancy Miville brought up the motion to make a donation to 
the Civil War Trust to save land at Fredericksburg.  We 
voted to donate $200.  Jack asked Peter to project what our 
speaker expenses will be for the coming months.   
 
We talked about Dan Lindner, a musician looking to raise 
money for a new Vermont CD.  He offered to come to our 
March meeting to speak about this and play a song or two.  I 
have since been in touch with him, and he, and hopefully his 
wife as well, will be attending.  He evidently is quite an 
accomplished banjo player.  Both Brian Smith and Jack 
Anderson are familiar with him.  He has a goal of $9,500.00 
for this project. He has started up a “Kickstarter” campaign.  
He has posters printed, plus some small cards, which he will 
bring to our meeting.  He is trying to spread the word about 
his project.  IF we decide to donate to his project, and he is 
not able to reach his goal, we would not be out any money at 
all.  Our plan is to have him speak at 12:45 for 10-15 minutes 
or so and play one or two of his new songs.  Information on 
his Kickstarter campaign:  
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1081560633/the-
sleeping-sentinel-banjo-dans-songs-of-vermont   
 
Tom Shanahan informed us that a 35 star Union flag has 
been donated to the Rutland, Vermont, American Legion.   
 
We decided to discuss our RT making a donation to the 
Bugbee Center at our last meeting in June. 
 
Steve Allen gave a very nice presentation on Sgt. Jesse 
Dewey from Co. I, 2nd NH Regiment, who was from 
Lebanon, NH.  We had quite a discussion after his 
presentation. 
 
Ruth Perrinez was thanked for her donation of yummy 
cupcakes for our desert. 

There is now a new Civil War Round Table that meets in 
Claremont, New Hampshire.  Please see Page 2 for more 
information. 
 
Our raffle winners were Alan Brunelle, Peter Sinclair, Ron 
Holm, Susan Cutting, Bob Coburn, Whitney Maxfield, Ruth 
Perrinez, and Jeanette Cook.   
 

Weekly Union (Manchester, NH)  
Tuesday, March 6, 1866 

 
A Shameless Avowal! 

 
     Thad. Stevens, in a recent speech, said: 
     “According to my judgment they ought never to be 
recognized as capable of acting in the Union, or being 
counted as valid States.  UNTIL THE CONSTITUTION 
SHALL HAVE BEEN SO AMENDED AS TO SECURE 
PERPETUAL ASCENDENCY TO THE PARTY OF THE 
UNION. * * * * *  
     “If they should grant the right of suffrage to persons of 
color, I think there would always be Union white men 
enough in the South, aided by the blacks, to divide the 
representation, and thus continue to REPUBLICAN 
ASCENDENCY.” 
     Was ever anything so infamous!  The Radicals, 
accidentally in power, propose to perpetuate themselves by 
a constitutional guarantee!  They want to protract this 
family row until they can fortify themselves in the 
homestead.  Like the Connecticut Puritans, when they 
wanted to dispossess the Indians of their lands, they 
resolve— 

1. That the earth belongs to the Saints. 
2.  That we are the Saints. 

     It seems to us that we have had enough of Saint Stevens, 
and that we cannot afford to incur great expense to 
perpetuate that breed of Saints.   
 
(Editor’s note:  All the capitalization, etc., is the newspaper, 
not mine!)   
 

Watchman, Montpelier, VT 
March 23, 1866 

 
     In Senate March 19, Mr. Wilson for military com., 
reported a bill for the establishment of an asylum for the 
relief of totally disabled soldiers, with certain House 
amendments, which were agreed to. 
     Mr. Wilson also introduced a bill for the equalization of 
bounties.  It gives to each soldier who served in the late war 
$8 1 3 per month (I’m not sure what this means.  Perhaps 
$8.13?)  for every month of service rendered, deducting 
from this amount all bounties paid by the United States.—
No bounty shall be paid to deserters, nor to any soldier 
discharged at their own request.  Referred to military 
committee. 
     In the House, a resolution was adopted directing the 
Committee of Pensions to inquire into the expediency and 
justice of providing bylaw for cases of officers and soldiers 
supposed murdered by rebels, &c. 
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On March 29, 1865 the Appomattox campaign 
begins at Petersburg, Virginia.  General Grant 
orders General Philip H. Sheridan to move his 
cavalry to the east of the town while Grant 
moves west in an attempt to draw General Lee 
out of the city’s defenses.   
 
“It will be difficult to get the world to 
understand the odds against which we 
fought.” 
General Robert E. Lee, in a letter to Major 
General Jubal A. Early, on March 15, 1866.  
 

TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

  
It is time to renew your membership for the year.  
Membership runs from March through February.  When 
completing the membership form, please remember to 
include your email address.  We are striving to send as 
many newsletters as possible by email to save on printing 
and mailing expenses.  Also, sending by email helps us to be 
able to get additional information that may come up 
between meetings to you quickly.   

 
Thank you for supporting your Round Table 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2016 - March 2017 Membership Rates 

 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
 
 
 


