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WILLIAM HALLETT 

“NEWBURYPORT, MA, 

AND 

THE CIVIL WAR” 

TUESDAY, OCT. 9, 2012 

          HOTEL COOLIDGE 

             WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Oct. 8.  Cost per person for the buffet dinner is 
$16.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake 
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 
As of our October meeting, the price for our 

evening dinners will be $16.00 per person.  The 
price of our Saturday afternoon luncheons will be 

$18.00 per person.   
 
 

William Hallett 
 
Today thousands of people converge upon Newburyport, 
Massachusetts as tourists. The downtown shops and 
restaurants of this seaport locale, just 35 miles north of 
Boston, display a veneer of the old town from its heyday.  
  
Federalist and early period houses flank the roads and paths 
to the waterfront and downtown. They hint at the history 
around every corner where ship builders helped George 
Washington with the only truly safe port in Massachusetts, 
where privateers helped in the fight for independence and 
where the U.S Coast Guard was founded soon after the 
young country was born. 
  
Newburyport can claim much history. From the legal work 
of Theophilus Parsons, who worked on the State and 
Federal Constitutions and teaching his young apprentice 
John Quincy Adams, to the eccentricities of Lord Timothy 
Dexter who faked his own death to see how people would 
respond, and to the small Pearson’s Bakery that made 
biscuits for sailors on the ships from Newburyport (they 
would become the National Biscuit Company – Nabisco). 
  
The sights and sounds of the battlefield did not extend to 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, during the Civil War, yet it 
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was an all-too-familiar experience for many of its 
inhabitants. Local author William Hallett describes in 
thrilling detail the lives and deeds of those from the Clipper 
City who served both Union and Confederate causes. From 
the abolitionist preaching of William Lloyd Garrison to the 
heroism of Albert W. Bartlett, with naval warfare--including 
the construction of the USS Marblehead--and political 
intrigue in between, Newburyport left its mark on the Civil 
War. With stories of valor on both the battlefield and the 
homefront, Hallett presents the history and legacy of 
Newburyport in the Civil War. 
 
William Hallett is a twelfth generation descendant of 
Nichols Noyes, one of the first settlers of Newbury, 
Massachusetts in 1635. 
 
Bill spent much of his formative years living in Maryland 
near the Pennsylvania border. He wrapped himself in the 
bicentennial as a kid, and going to historic places like Fort 
McHenry was a thrill for him. At the age of 20 the Civil War 
bug bit him.  
 
While working at a York, PA radio station in 1994, a co-
worker introduced Bill to the world of reenacting with his 
first event – an encampment at Gettysburg National 
Military Park. In years to come he’d reenact with the 20th 
Maine, 19th Massachusetts and 28th Massachusetts. 
 
That same year he returned to New England and in 1996 
joined the Civil War Roundtable of New Hampshire. He 
would lead that group as president for 10 years and also edit 
the newsletter for four. He continues to run the web site 
which he’s now done for ten years. 
 
In 2007, Bill joined the Civil War Roundtable of the 
Merrimack and soon built a web site for that group as well.  
 
It was around this time that the idea of a book on 
Newburyport and its Civil War connections was conceived. 
The concept morphed from the idea of a brochure and is all 
thanks to his wife Elizabeth who encouraged him to write. 
 
During the summer of 2010, the couple began hosting 
“Footsteps of Heroes: Civil War Walking Tour of 
Newburyport,” and have had numerous people attend, in 
some cases more than once. Tours are held about 6 times a 
year. 
 
The book by History Press, Newburyport and the Civil War 
by William Hallett came out February 2012 and is only the 
second book to feature this topic. The previous book came 
out over 100 years ago. 
 
Bill and Liz live in an early period house in Newburyport 
where author Truman Nelson lived. They both have a strong 
interest in the Civil War and volunteer at Strawbery Banke 
Museum in Portsmouth, NH. They also have done living 
histories for various places and causes. Liz is a charter 
member of the CWRT of the Merrimack and currently 
operates a historic civilian clothing business, Threadneedle 
Alley. They were married in Gettysburg, PA. 

 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

 
Peter Sinclair is still planning on stepping down 
from being full time Program Chair after the 2012-
2013 period. So far no-one has offered to take over, 
and if no-one responds, there will be no future 
programs other than speakers already scheduled 
for 2013-2014. Perhaps we can come up with 
another way of doing this. Peter suggests forming a 
committee of about 3-4 people which could include 
himself. Each member of this committee will be 
responsible for coming up with 3-4 potential 
speakers, and the group will meet around the New 
Year and decide whom to invite for the coming 
year. We have a considerable list of possible 
speakers for members to look over.  The person 
nominating that speaker will be responsible for the 
invitation and looking after the visit of the speaker. 
Anyone interested, or has any questions, should 
contact Peter, Lew, Ginny, or Gail.  The sad truth is 
if no one comes forward, there will be no 
roundtable meetings in 2014, or at least there will 
be no speakers. 
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  
 

 

2012-13 Program Schedule  

Peter Sinclair, Program Chair 

November 13       Peter Sinclair – “Report on the RT 
Trip of 2012 to Antietam” 
 
December 8          Michelle Sherburne discussing her 
new book on the Peacham, VT soldiers’ letters 
(Round Table members to read from these letters.) 
 
               2013 
 
January 12             Robert Sullivan – “Copperheads” 
 
February 9             Steve Sotogren – “Vermont 
Brigade During the Peninsula Campaign of 1862” 
 
March 9                  Catherine Wright – Curator of the 
Museum of the Confederacy – “Lee’s Last Casualty:  
The Life and Letters of Sgt. Robert Parker, 2nd 
Virginia Cavalry.” 
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April 13         Dr. Steve Floyd – NHCWRT – 
“Memorials at Gettysburg.” 
 
May 14                      John Mudge – “Report on Trips to 
Virginia on His Family”    
 
June 11                     Howard Coffin – “New book on 
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.” 
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site: 

http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html 

Oct. - Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table - 
For information please contact Joan Huguenin at 
PoohBahToo@hotmail.com or 802-754-6402. 

Oct. 11 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union 
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial 
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH.  Camp 
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary 
members, and guests are welcome!  For more 
information:  
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html 

Oct. 19– NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Epping, NH – Dan Murray & Jim 
Sutherland – “Masons in the Civil War.”  For more 
information, email monocacyus@yahoo.com or 
check out their web site at:  www.cwrt-nh.org/ 

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND 
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 

October 1 — Book Discussion: America's War: 
Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on 
Their 150th Anniversaries anthology by edited by 
Edward L. Ayers. Part of the Making Sense of the 
American Civil War series. Developed by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library 
Association, this Civil War sesquicentennial 
commemorative series uses works of historical fiction and 
interpretation, speeches, diaries, memoirs, biographies, and 
short stories to examine a broad range of perspectives in an 
exploration of the American Civil War. Led by Suzanne H 
Brown. Hosted by the Quechee Library. Quechee Library, 

4:30 pm. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232. 

Oct. 6-7, Vermont, Civil War Weekend – Cambridge 
Civil War Days, Cambridge, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 
10-3:30.  Encampment with military & civilian reenactors, 
displays, period music, speakers, vendors, afternoon 
battlefield demonstration.  Free.  Saturday evening BBQ 
chicken dinner (advance tickets required), and a 9:30 AM 
period church service on Sunday.  Sponsored by the 
Cambridge Historical Society Society. Contact Bill McKone 
for more information, (802) 644-2433, the Cambridge 
Historical Society:  www.cambridgehistoricalsociety.org, or 
lsawyer33@stoweaccess.com  

October 7 — The Vermont Civil War Songbook. 
Dressed in period costume, singer/researcher Linda Radtke 
shares songs from Vermont during the Civil War period, 
with engaging commentary and letters from Vermont 
soldiers. Seldom-heard songs from the Vermont Historical 
Society include the comic but poignant "Grafted into the 
Army," "Yankee Robinson at Bull Run," "Neath the Pines of 
Vermont" (in which a soldier returns home to die), a 
satirical song about Jefferson Davis, and sentimental 
ballads from Vermont during the period. Linda Radtke is 
joined by pianist Arthur Zorn in this program for all 
audiences that brings the Civil War period in Vermont to life 
through music and letters. Hosted by the Tenney Memorial 
Library. Newbury, Tenney Memorial Library, 2:00 pm. 
Luisa Lindsley, (802) 866-5366. 
 
Through Oct. 8 – Vermont, Battlefield, Homefront 
– “Soldiers and Civilians” at New England Via 
Vermont in Alburgh Village.  Exhibits on Civil War 
medicine, families, heroes, scoundrels, veterans, 
Underground Railroad, more.  Open daily 10-5, Wednesday 
& Sunday by chance.  For information, (802) 796-3665; 
www.newenglandviavermont.net 
 
(The above is from the Civil War News.) 
 
October 10 — One Regiment’s Story in the Civil 
War: The Ninth Vermont, 1862–1865. From guarding 
Confederate prisoners incarcerated at Camp Douglas, 
Illinois, to the woods of coastal North Carolina and finally to 
the gates of Richmond, the Ninth Vermont Regiment earned 
a reputation of being well-disciplined and steadfast under 
fire. Although lacking the renown of other Vermont units, it 
represented the state well throughout its history. Civil War 
historian Donald Wickman offers listeners tales of the ninth 
Vermont, highlighted by the stories of some of the 1,878 
Vermonters who comprised it, as it became one of the most 
traveled regiments in the Federal army. Hosted by the 
Bradford Historical Society. Bradford United Church of 
Christ, 245 N Main St, 7:00 pm. Lawrence Coffin, (802) 
222-4423. 
 
October 21 — Letters to Vermont. The Civil War saw 
newspapers come of age in reporting war news. Soldiers not 
only recorded their daily activities in journals and letters; 
they also shared their experiences in the home press. 
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Thirteen correspondents wrote anonymously to the Rutland 
Herald from different regions of the United States. This 
presentation by Donald Wickman introduces the audience 
to the eloquent prose of the writers, and tells of their careers 
during the war. Nearly all the letter writers have been 
successfully identified. Hosted by the Brookfield Historical 
Society. Brookfield, Pond Village Church, Fellowship Hall, 
4:00 pm. Gary Lord, (802) 485-2361. 

Throughout 2012 – Vermont in the Civil War & the 
State House in the Civil War – Weekdays only – 
Vermont Statehouse, Montpelier, VT  05633 – 
(802)828-2228 www.vtstatehouse.org 

Voices from the Front: New Hampshire and 
the American Civil War (through December 31, 
2012)  
More than any other event, the Civil War defines 19th-
century America. Through photographs, diaries, letters, and 
objects, the exhibition, Voices from the Front: New 
Hampshire and the American Civil War, tells the 
compelling stories of people forever changed by the conflict. 

Location: 6 Eagle Square, Concord, NH Hours: Tuesday-
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. Also 
open Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 1-October 15 and in 
December. Closed on federal holidays.  Admission: $5.50 
adults, $4.50 seniors, $3 children 6-18, $17 family 
maximum, free for New Hampshire Historical Society 
members.  Contact: 603/228-6688 

Memorial Day Weekend through October – 
The Civil War Sesquicentennial at the 
American Precision Museum – Full Duty:  The 
Civil War Collection of Howard Coffin presents 
the first-ever exhibition from the private collection of 
Vermont’s foremost Civil War historian.  Featuring letters, 
diaries, photographs, maps, paintings, and newspapers, 
along with weapons and other military accoutrements, the 
exhibition explores the day-to-day life of Vermont soldiers 
in camp and on the battlefield.  These artifacts and images 
explore how the actions and decisions of ordinary people 
can have an enormous impact on historic events. 

Arming the Union uncovers the surprising influence of a 
little-known Vermont factory.  Operating out of the old 
Robbins & Lawrence armory in Windsor, the machine tool 
firm Lamson, Goodnow & Yale played a critical role in 
outfitting the Union Army.  Altogether, the North produced 
more than 1.5 million rifles in the span of about three years, 
along with tens of thousands of pistols and carbines.  The 
majority of those weapons were made using machinery 
designed and produced in Windsor.  Arming the Union tells 
the story of the men and machines that made possible the 
production of guns on such a massive scale—the story of the 
technological achievement that saved the Union. 

The two stories also overlap—and not simply because 
Vermont soldiers, like everyone else in the Union Army, 
carried weapons produced on Vermont-made machinery.  

Half a dozen young men actually worked in the Windsor 
armory before shouldering rifles and heading off to war.  
Both exhibits are set inside the actual nineteenth-century 
factory building where the gunmaking machinery was 
perfected and built and where 50,000 Special Model 
Springfield rifles were also produced. 

Together these two exhibitions present a view of Vermont’s 
role in the Civil War as it has never been seen before:  the 
home front, the battlefield, and the powerful connections 
between the two.   

American Precision Museum, 196 Main Street, P.O. Box 
679, Windsor, VT  05089 - info@americanprecision.org 
802-674-5781 – www.americanprecision.org - Open daily 
10-5.  Admission is free on Sundays. 

Capital District Civil War Round Table, Albany, NY 
will be hosting an “1862 – A Year of Battles” Civil 
War Conference on Friday, November 3, through 
Sunday, November 5.  Some of the speakers are Chris 
Kolakowski, John Hoptak, Frank O’Reilly, and John 
Quarstein.  For more information, please see their web site:  
www.AlbanyCivilWar.org 

RT TRIP 2013 
TO GETTYSBURG! 

MAY 2-6 
The group will be staying at the new Comfort 

Suites on the Baltimore Pike. 
More information in future newsletters. 

 
HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 

As we have in the past, we will be honoring our Civil 
War ancestors in the November issue of the Camp 
Griffin Gazette.  If the editor already has your 
information from previous years, there is no need to 
contact me.  If I don’t have the information, and 
you’re a member of the GMCWRT, please send me 
your ancestor(s) name, Regiment, Company, rank, 
and how he/they are related to you as soon as 
possible.   

I would be more than happy to include more 
information if you have it available.  

 
The Seventh Regiment Again 

St. Albans Messenger 
October 16, 1862 

  
The Bennington Banner says “it is reported that Gen. Butler 
is trying to apologize without compromising himself for the 
disgrace he meted out to the Seventh Vermont in charging 
them with cowardice at Baton Rouge, which charge, appears 
to be without the slightest foundation in truth.  He has 
ordered the name ‘Baton Rouge’ written on their colors, but 
Col. Holbrook has refused to acquiese.—It is also said that 
the General has denied a Court of Enquiry in the premises.”  
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If it be true that Gen. Butler has ordered “Baton Rouge” to 
be inscribed on the colors of the Seventh Regiment it 
indictes that he has become convinced that he did the 
regiment injustice in charging them with cowardice.  Why it 
is that Gen. Butler should refuse a Court of Enquiry we do 
not understand.  He of all others should be the most willing 
to do justice to the regiment.  If he has unintentionally 
disgraced the regiment; if he has charged them with 
cowardice when they are guilty; it ought to be a pleasure to 
him to retract as publicly as he made the accusation.  After 
such positive and emphatic denials of cowardice as have 
been made by several officers of the regiment, it would seem 
that an investigation could not well be denied.  These 
officers court an investigation.  They contend that the 
regiment fought as bravely as any of the regiments engaged 
in the Battle of Baton Rouge.  Ben. Butler says they did not.  
He says that the regiment broke in confusion when not 
pressed by the enemy and refused to march to the aid of an 
Indiana regiment, which was outnumbered by the rebels.  
Whom are we to believe?  Are we to believe Gen. Butler who 
was not present at the battle, or officers who were present 
and took part in it?  Until we get further light on the subject 
we must credit the statements of the officers in preference 
to those of Gen. Butler, who information might have been 
obtained from those who were too willing to cast a stigma 
upon the regiment. 
  
The resolution adopted by the Senate on Friday requesting 
Governor Holbrook to furnish any information in his 
possession in regard to the alleged misconduct of the 
Seventh will, we doubt not, be hailed with satisfaction by the 
regiment who are willing and anxious that the matter 
receive a full investigation.—The health of the regiment 
since it returned to New Orleans has greatly improved, and 
now numbers over nine hundred who are able to do duty.  
The men are anxious to meet the enemy again, and 
whenever they do we hope Gen. Butler will be there to see. 
 
October 25, 1862 – 
 
President Lincoln, piqued at McClellan’s delays after 
Antietam, wired the commander of the Army of the 
Potomac, “I have just read your dispatch about sore tongued 
and fatiegued [sic] horses.  Will you pardon me for asking 
what the horses of your army have done since the battle of 
Antietam that fatigue anything?”  McClellan, of course, 
defended his cavalry and operations, pointing out various 
reconnaissances and raids.  Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Grant 
assumed command of the Thirteenth Army Corps and the 
Department of the Tennessee.   
 
October 29, 1862 –  
 
President Lincoln told Gen. McClellan, “I am much pleased 
with the movement of the Army.  When you get entirely 
across the river let me know.  What do you know of the 
enemy?”   
 
 
 

Caledonian-Record  
August 14,1863  

Prefacing a list of draftees-- 
 
 A friend at McIndoes Falls, on learning that he was one of 
the elect, dropped us the following. He will not be alone: 
 
A fresh recruit, with a brand new suit, 
And three hundred dollars bounty: 
I am going down to Woodstock town 
T' represent  Caledonia County 
 
(Thanks to Mark Moore, Danville Historical Society, for 
sending this to me.)   
 
On October 13, 1862, General Charles James, 
inventor of the James Projectile Cannon 
Ammunition, is killed at Sag Harbor, New 
York, while demonstrating the use of a new 
shell.  The accidental explosion also injures 
military observers from France and Russia. 
 
 

THE SONS OF UNION VETERANS 
 

The Sons of Union Veterans are still looking for donations 
for the Barre Memorial to be built to the memory of the 
Barre City and Barre Town men who enlisted to save the 
Union from 1861 to 1865.   
 
This monument is to be erected in the Barre City Park and is 
to be dedicated May 27, 2013 (Memorial Day).   
 
There were 186 men from Barre who enlisted during the 
Civil War.  Fifty or so are buried in Barre.   
 
Donations should be sent to:  SUVCW Memorial Fund, c/o 
Mr. Daniel Whitcher, Treasurer, P.O. Box 314, East Barre, 
VT  05649-0314. 
 

September RT Meeting 
 

Raffle winners were:  Whitney Maxfield, Vernon Bond, 
Nancy Miville, Dave Curtin, Jeanette Cook, and Doug 
Decato. 
 
We voted “yes” to purchasing a microphone.   
 
No one has come forward to take notes at our meetings.  If 
anyone would like to, please let me know.   
 

Tom Ledoux 
 

There was a very nice article in the Sunday, September 23 
issue of the Valley News about Tom Ledoux and his Virtual 
Cemetery in his Vermont in the Civil War web site.  A 
number of our RT members have helped Tom over the years 
in locating and photographing Vermont Civil War soldiers 
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for his web site.  If you’re interested in helping out, please 
check out the Virtual Cemetery section of his web site.   
 

Steve and Sharon Wood 
 

There was also a very nice article in the September/October 
issue of the Upper Valley Life entitled “History among the 
Living.” Much of the article related to members Sharon and 
Steve Wood making history come alive for area residents,  
Steve as our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln, and for 
Sharon, some of the lesser known 19th century characters.    
 

Farmer’s Cabinet 
Amherst, NH 

October 16, 1862 
 

Location of our Regiments.—The 2d is in camp near 
Washington; the 3d at Port Royal, S.C.; the 5th at Frederick, 
Md.; the 6th—the 7th in Florida; the 8th at Camp Parapet, 
near New Orleans; the 9th at South Antietam Md.; the 10th 
on Maryland Heights, about 3-4 mile from Harper’s Ferry, 
expecting to be removed to Pleasant Valley, to join 
Burnside; the 11th at Camp Chase; the 12th at Arlington 
Heights; the 13th Camp Chase; the 14th en route for 
Washington; the 15h in camp at Concord. 
 
 
We hope this finds RT member Edna Curtin 
doing much better and hopefully able to 
attend our October meeting.   
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 

March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates 
 

 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
  Dues are payable to:  GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River                  
Junction, VT  05001 
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