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PATRICK R. FALCI 

“THE MAKING OF THE MOVIE 

GETTYSBURG” 

        TUESDAY, SEPT. 10, 2013 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Sept. 9.  Cost per person for the dinner is 
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $4.00 for members and $6.00 for 
non-members.  For reservations please contact 
Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE COST OF THE 
MEAL HAS GONE UP TO $16.75 PER PERSON 

AND THE COST FOR MEMBERS AND NON-
MEMBERS TO ATTEND THE MEETING HAS 
ALSO GONE UP TO $4.00  FOR MEMBERS 

AND $6.00 FOR NON-MEMBERS. 
 
 

PATRICK R. FALCI 
The Making of the Movie Gettysburg 

 
Patrick Falci is an actor and performing historian 

who portrayed Confederate Lieutenant General A. P. Hill in 
the film Gettysburg and who served as a historical advisor 
to the film’s director and screenwriter, Ronald Maxwell.  He 
has also appeared in, or provided research and advice for, 
many other films, documentaries, and books. 

Mr. Falci’s return engagement at the Green 
Mountain Civil War Round Table is part of a series of 
presentations he is making during September to Round 
Tables in Vermont, Massachusetts, Maine, and New 
Hampshire.  

Among his numerous accomplishments, Pat is a 
three-time former President of the Civil War Round Table of 
New York, a member of the Advisory Council of the National 
Civil War Museum, and a frequent speaker at Civil War 
Round Tables, historical organizations, and schools across 
the country.  He is skilled in fencing/stage combat and 
horseback riding, and he is an “Honorary Texan” and a 
“Kentucky Colonel.” 
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The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2013-2014 Program Schedule 

Oct. 8  Linda Radke – “Civil War Music” 

Nov. 12  - Civil War letters reading by Round Table 
Members  

Dec. 3 – Dan Weinfeld – “John Quincy Dickinson, 
7th Vermont” 

2014 

Jan. 11 – Saturday - Mike Pride – “My Brave Boys – 
5th NH” 

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodogren – “Vermont 
Brigade on the Peninsula” 

March 8 – Saturday – Alan Brunelle – “Barksdale’s 
Brigade” 

April 12   - Saturday - Wayne Motts, CEO, 
Harrisburg, PA,      Civil War Museum 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

To Dec. 20, 2013 – Norwich University - “These 
Honored Dead:  Private and National 
Commemoration” exhibit about Norwich 
University alumni from both sides of the conflict 
during 1863.  Focus on military draft, prisons, 
mourning rituals.  Free.  For information, see 
www.norwich.edu/museum 

To Oct. 14, 2013 – “Soldiers and Citizens” exhibit at 
New England Via Vermont in Alburgh Village.  
Focus on Civil War soldier and family back home.  
Displays on medicine, ladies, soldier life, veterans, 
scoundrels and more.  For information, (802) 796-
3665; www.newenglandviavermont.net 
 
The Vermont Historical Society - third exhibit at 
the Vermont Heritage Galleries: Service & 
Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War Generation. 
  Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout 
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during 
and after the war. On display for the first time since its 
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of 
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles 
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil 
War. 

 Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags 
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong 
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display 
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most 
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits 
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union 
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade. 
  Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861, 
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and 
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton 
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont 
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs 
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military 
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around 
the camp. 
   Call (802) 479-8500 or go online: 
www.vermonthistory.org. 
 
Sept. 6, 5:30 pm  -Claremont History Museum, 26 Mulberry 
Street, Claremont, NH -  
What a Girl Saw and Heard in Gettysburg: Living 
history program by Nancy Miville and Sharon Wood 
followed by an Illumination on the Museum lawn, to honor 
the Union soldiers from Claremont who died in1861-
63. 603-542-6454 or ClaremontNHHistoryMuseum on 
Facebook 
 
Sept. 11 —  NEKCWRT - Tony Daniels in the person 
of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant -  Eastside Restaurant, 47 
Landing St., Newport, VT - 7:00 pm. Tyler Alexander, (802) 
881-2568. 
 
September 12 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy 
Burden to Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story. Abel 
Morrill, Sr., was an early settler of Cabot, Vermont. He was 
a respected farmer and maple sugar producer for much of 
the 19th century. His story reflects the hardship and 
heartbreak suffered by those who lived at the time of 
America’s greatest conflict, the Civil War. David Book’s 
portrayal of Abel Morrill profiles life before the war and life 
as it was affected by the war. Drawing on primary resources, 
Book’s monologue describes with historical accuracy life in 
mid-19th century Vermont and is a story that could be 
repeated by many families in every town in Vermont during 
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this era. Hosted by the Worcester Historical Society. 
Worcester Town Hall, 20 Worcester Village Rd., 7:00 pm. 
Judy Knapp, (802) 223-8635. 
 
Sept. 13– NHCWRT, Epping, NH – Actor/Consultant, 
Patrick Falci – “Gettysburg’s Twentieth 
Anniversary” (movie Gettysburg)  For more 
information, check out their web site:  www.cwrt-nh.org 
 
September 20 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy 
Burden to Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story.  
(Please see above for description.) St. Johnsbury School, 
257 Western Ave, 7:00 pm. Peggy Pearl, (802) 424-
1090. 
 
Oct. 4 – 5:30 – 7:00 pm – American Precision 
Museum - James McPherson, George Henry Davis 
’86 Professor Emeritus of U.S. History, Princeton 
University; Pulitzer Prize, Battle Cry of Freedom, 
and Howard Coffin, Civil War historian and author, 
Something Abides: Discovering the Civil War in 
Today’s Vermont will discuss the war. Sponsored 
by Mimi Baird, Woodstock, Vermont 

NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN PRECISION 
MUSEUM IN WINDSOR 
  
For the second straight year, our Civil War exhibits, Full 
Duty and Arming the Union are among the State's Top Ten 
Civil War 'things to see and do' in Vermont.  We also have a 
great lineup of events posted on our website at Upcoming 
Events.  The museum is open everyday from Memorial Day 
weekend to October 31, from 10:00am - 5:00pm.  Free 
admission on Sundays. 
  
Sheila Brannan 
Visitor Services 
American Precision Museum 
196 Main St.  PO Box 679 
Windsor VT 05089 
802.674.5781 (p) 
802.674.2524 (f) 
sbrannan@americanprecision.org 
www.americanprecision.org  
Sign up for our e-Newsletter 
Like us on Facebook 
 
New Hampshire Historical Society  
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War 
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (through March 31, 
2014) 
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict 
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they 
encountered in the South.   Location: 30 Park Street, 
Concord, NH - Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission: Free  Contact: 603/228-6688 
 

 
 
 

“Speakers Needed” for the November 
GWCWRT Meeting 

 
 The history of the Civil War is rich with letters and 
diaries.  Last year two of our speakers talked about the 
books that they had written based on different collections of 
letters.  At our November meeting we are looking for 
members to read from letters and diaries that they have 
come across in the course of their own readings and 
studies.  The letters and diaries that you select should have 
been written at the time of the Civil War.  They should not 
be memoirs written after the war— we may read them 
another time.  The material that you select may be from a 
soldier to their family at home or from a family member at 
home to a soldier off at war.  The letters can be Union or 
Confederate.  These may have been previously published 
letters and diaries that you have come across or you may 
own the originals.  These letters and diaries may have been 
written by an ancestor or just be material that you have 
come across and you believe they say much about the Civil 
War and that era.  The “speakers” will be the letter writers 
and it will be their voices that we hear at our meeting.  You 
may want to give either a brief introduction or conclusion 
when you speak, but we’ll let the authors of these letters and 
diaries be our speaker.  If we are lucky, we may be able to 
have pictures of the authors to share as the letters and 
diaries are read.  Please contact me if you have material that 
you want to read and share.    If you do not have something 
to read but want to participate, please contact me and I can 
loan you one of several books that you can read through to 
find a passage to read.  --  Many thanks,   John Mudge   
DurandPress@aol.com  or  603-795-4350.      
 

The Fall of the House of Dixie 
by Bruce Levine 

Published in 2013 by Random House. 
Review by John Mudge 

 
 When we talk about the Civil War, it is most often 
about battles, Manassas, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, 
Petersburg, and many others.  The battlefields are now 
National Monuments.  As we all know, ultimately the Union 
army defeated the confederate army and Lee surrendered.  
Levine’s recently published book examines how the social 
and economic structure of the Confederacy defeated itself.  
As Levine writes, the slave system, “defined their (the 
wealthy southern whites) culture, their religion and even 
their personalities” as these southerners felt that they were a 
“master race.”  However, they were in fact a minority as the 
majority of Southerners could not afford to own slaves on 
their hardscrabble farms.  These farmers were 
underrepresented in the Confederate government and were 
often the soldiers fighting on the front lines under the 
command of slave-owning officers.  During the war, it was 
the selfish and shortsighted actions of the slaveholders that 
aggravated the class conflict between the slavocracy and the 
poor whites who ultimately realized that they were fighting 
and dying a war that served to preserve the wealth and 
social order of a few wealthy plantation owners.  Levine 
writes that by the end of the war, a third to a half of the 
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Confederate army had deserted.  In describing Sherman’s 
march Levine writes:  “Today Sherman’s march is 
remembered almost solely for the physical destruction it 
wrought.  But those Union soldiers destroyed more than 
buildings, crops, and farm implements.  Wherever they 
went they broke the power of the secessionist government, 
the slaveholders’ social order, and most of whatever fighting 
spirit remained among Confederate partisans… As 
Confederate loyalists in Georgia lowered their heads, white 
unionists—silenced or in hiding for more than three years—
raised theirs.”   
 
 Others have also found this book enlightening.  
James McPherson writes:  “This book limns the relationship 
between slavery and the rise and fall of the Confederacy 
more clearly and starkly than any other study.  General 
readers and seasoned scholars alike will find new 
information and insights in this eye-opening account.”  
 
 Definitely a good read and recommended for 
anyone studying the South and the Civil War. 
 
(Thank you!  Would love to hear from other RT members 
regarding Civil War books they’ve read.)   

 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

 
Beginning Balance:  $2072.59 
Deposits (dues, dinner, raffle):  $665.00 
April and May Newsletters :  $49.70 
Hotel Coolidge:  $504.00 
Speaker expenses, April:  $32 
Newsletter:  $24.85 
Ordered new checks:  $30.00 
Petty Cash on hand:  $90.00 
Balance:  $2236.74 
 
 
GMCWRT 2014 BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 
 
I have kicked around several ideas for our 2014 journey and 
have finally settled on one that I hope will be exciting a little 
different.  I have spoken to the folks at the Friends of the 
Wilderness Battlefield and they have heartily endorsed a 
plan for us to attend the reenactment in May.  They are 
working diligently to finalize the schedule for events at the 
Wilderness and the surrounding area.  Plans for our visit 
will be based on that schedule.  We will also visit the 
surrounding area, mostly Orange county.  I have feelers out 
for hotel rooms and motorcoach pricing, those should be 
finalized soon.  I hope that this trip will provide us with a 
very unique and educational opportunity and that you will 
all join us!  Dates for the trip will be May 1st - May 5th.  I 
will keep you  updated as our plans develop. 
  
Best Regards to all! 
  
Gail 
 
 

Minutes from the August 6  
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Present:  Gail Blake, Alan Cheever, Alice Evans, Lew and 
Ginny Gage, Nancy Miville, John Mudge, Peter Sinclair, and 
David Walden. 
Nancy reported that everyone has renewed their 
memberships except 9 people.  We have a total (I think!) of 
56 paid members.   We wondered if some of the folks who 
had not renewed might have health issues.   
Videos:  Alan mentioned that very few people are using the 
videos.  It was suggested that some of the older, seldom 
used videos might be put in the raffle, which was agreed 
upon.  Alan and Ginny will try and remember to put notices 
in the newsletter about the availability of the videos at our 
meetings. 
It was agreed to continue to use Vermont maple syrup as 
speaker gifts. 
Publicity:  Jack will continue to do publicity for our 
meetings.  We decided we needed to do something more 
than just local newspapers which sometimes do not include 
the notices sent to them.  David and Alan will check on radio 
stations such as Dartmouth and WEDV, and Peter will 
check to see if we can be listed on the Vermont Historical 
Society's web site.   
We had a discussion on how to attract new members.  Ginny 
will look at the previous RT flyers we've had in the past and 
update those. 
Treasury:  Gail reported that we have a balance of $2,236.74 
in the treasury.   
December meeting time:  We decided that due to the 
holiday in December that Saturday meetings have not had 
good attendance.  We therefore decided to go back to 
Tuesday evening, however, the first Tuesday in December, 
rather than the second. 
Hotel Coolidge:  Once again the price is going up for our 
meals.  We decided to have soup and sandwiches all year 
long and pay $16.75 per meal instead of having the more 
expensive "winter" meal.  Some committee members 
indicated that they would be willing to come and pay for the 
meal regardless of the cost whereas others indicated that the 
quality of the food and the price was pushing them to attend 
the meeting portion only.  If more people feel that way, will 
we end up paying out of our treasury each month to make 
up for the 20 people commitment we have?  Some of the 
members present will look into other possible venues for 
next season.   
Program:  Peter passed out the suggested program for this 
year.  Please see the Program Schedule on Page 2 of this 
newsletter.  Some of this schedule is still being worked on.   
Trip:  Gail indicated that the 2014 Trip will be to the 
Wilderness which will include attendance of a 150th 
reenactment.  More information in later Newsletters.  
 
If anyone has any questions or suggestions for the 
Committee, please let us know at a meeting, via e-mail (all 
our e-mail addresses are on Page 1 of this newsletter), or 
give us a call.  
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Here is the breakdown of the $16.75 price for the buffet. 
 
Room Charge per person:      1.60 
Food & beverage       12.00 
Gratuity          2.05 
Rooms & Meals Tax                 1.10 
 
Total charge for 20 people, guaranteed, is $335. 
 
 

ABOLITION AND THE UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD IN VERMONT  

By Michelle Sherburne 
 
For those who have been waiting for the above 
book, it is ready to be purchased and read!  Many of 
you know Michelle for her talks at our RT. 
 
 
Farmer's Cabinet 
September 10, 1863 
Resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court convened: 
That the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to pay the 
sum of fifty dollars, State bounty to each soldier in the 
service of the United States, who enlisted in the ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth regiment, 
on or before the twentieth, day of September one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty two, and who has not already 
received the same, and in case of death, disability, discharge 
or absence from any cause whatever (except desertion) shall 
pay the same to his widow, if any[,] otherwise to his 
children, and if neither widow or children then to his 
parents, on application therefor by the proper person or 
persons.  And that the Governor be and is hereby authorized 
to draw his warrant for the same on any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.  And that this 
resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved, July 9, 1863. 
 
St. Albans Daily Messenger 
September 24, 1863 
The First Vt. Brigade. 
 
The last report is that the regiments of the Brigade have all 
been ordered back to rejoin Meade's army.  Gen. Canby has 
recently issued an order upon the occasion of the return of 
the troops sent to maintain order in New York city during 
the draft, complimenting them in high terms for their 
behavior.  The N. Y. World, which has no special love for 
Vermont, and would have been mighty glad to find 
something in the behavior of the troops to make political 
capital out of, was compelled to any of them: 
"The admirable conduct of the soldiers in this city has been 
remarked by all classes of our citizens.  The brawls, 
drunkenness and scenes of violence which are so common 
in European cities where large bodies of troops are 
quartered we are happily free from.  Nothing could be better 
than the behavior of the troops now in New York, and 

hereafter our citizens will be apt to discredit the libels 
against them in the rebel papers.  If the soldiers now in this 
city are a fair sample of our armies we can safely claim 
having the best (in a moral sense) as well as the bravest and 
most patient troops on earth." 
The Poughkeepsie Eagle says of the old Second, 
which was in that city for a few days: 
"The appearance of the rank and file of these scarred 
veterans as they marched up the street with heavy tread in 
the dead of night was grand and imposing.  Not a word was 
heard save now and then the usual military orders.  The 
regular tramp, the close ranks and the erect position of their 
bodies showed plainly the excellent drill and discipline they 
have acquired by over two years service in the field. 
As soon as it was noised among citizens that the regiment 
was out to the barracks the road leading to that place 
suddenly became lined with pedestrians and vehicles of 
every description on their way to have a look at the "Green 
Mountain Boys." 
They have been on duty in the city of New York during the 
draft in that district and their presence in that city was 
marked by their extreme politeness and orderly conduct.  
The citizens among whom they were quartered speak highly 
of their character as a regiment and regret that they left so 
soon.  One thing in connection with their appearance we 
forgot to mention and that is their cleanliness of person.  
We saw a number with their shoes and boots polished, their 
clothes clean and everything appertaining to their outward 
tout en semble in perfect order." 
We understand that the 2d left New York on Monday night, 
for Alexandria.  
 
September 3, 1863 
St. Albans Daily Messenger 
 
A Laughable Incident. 
 
Commissary Sergeant Austin W. Fuller of the 10th Vermont 
Regiment, now stationed at White's Ford, Md., in a letter to 
a friend in St. Albans, relates the following ludicrous 
incident: 
"The first business of importance after being detailed into 
the Quartermaster's Department, was to learn the art of 
successfully riding a Government mule.  An incident 
occurred in my first day's experience which I shall always 
remember.--I was riding with Sert. Hill, my predecessor, to 
Edward's Ferry (to get our rations) on the tow-path of the 
Canal, when, wishing to increase the animal's locomotion, I 
applied the spur quite vigorously.  Instead of having the 
desired effect, however, the mule began to rear up until I 
feared lest he should fall over backwards; but he had no 
notion of being so foolish.  Suddenly "changing his base," he 
came down spitefully on his fore feet, at the same time 
elevating his hind ones in a manner so as to occupy a 
position quite the reverse of the one occupied previous to 
his last movement.  This last "strategem" of his (the mule) 
was a "complete success," and your humble correspondent 
found himself very soon thereafter on terra firma, "wrong 
side up," and in rather close proximity to the "raging canal."  
Sergt. Hill laughed heartily at my misfortune, but I "couldn't 



 

 6 

see it" for a long time.  I think if I had been a more 
disinterested spectator, I should have been more amused."  
 

THANK YOU! 
 

A very big THANK YOU to Kay Jorgensen for 
donating Civil War books and records for our 
raffle.  And “thank you” to Tom McKenna for 
picking them up!   
 
 

 
 
The above was taken at one of the Claremont, NH, 
Historical Societies Civil War events this summer.   
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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